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“Looking Unto Jesus” 


By Opal Leonore Gibbs 
“Hebrews 12 :{2 


OT a glimpsing of chance, 
Nor a brief upward glance, 
Is the look that unlocks Heaven's riches unpriced, 
But a choice that is made 
When the two eyes are laid 
In a gaze that forever is fixed upon Christ! 








. Are You Sanctified? 


Have we a right to claim sanctification? Many a 
Christian, if asked the direct question “Are you sanc- 
tified?” would hesitate to answer. Some would say, 
“I am trying to be,” or “I hope to be.” But no one 
has ever yet been sanctified, or ever will be, by trying. 
Evan Hopkins, that beloved Church of England clergy- 
man who was called the theologian of the Keswick 
Movement in England, once said: “Every Christian 
knows that we are justified by faith, but many a 
Christian seems to think that, for sanctification, we 
must paddle our own canoe.” We can no more be 
sanctified by effort than saved by effort. Sanctifica- 
tion is the work and gift of our Lord Jesus Christ, to 
be had by faith alone. Moreover, it is Good News, it 
is the Gospel, that if we are saved we are sanctified. 
As the late Dr; Griffith Thomas said: “It is of vital 
importance to recognize the primary and fundamental 
idea of Sanctification as meaning separation, for it 
shows that in this respect there is no difference be- 
tween one Christian and another, the youngest being 
as truly sanctified (as in Heb. 10: 10, 14) as the oldest 
and most experienced. It is only when this position 
is realized in experience that there comes a differ- 
ence between Christians in regard to progress; but 
the position itself is absolutely and permanently the 
same in every case. It is inspiring to realize that the 
terms ‘sanctified’ and ‘perfected’ describe the present 
position of every believer by reason of the sacrificial 
work of the Lord Jesus.” The moment any unsaved 
soul trusts Christ for salvation, that moment one is 
born again, saved, and the Scripture says to this 
child of God: “Of him [God] are ye in Christ Jesus, 
who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteous- 
ness, and sanctification, and redemption: that, accord- 


ing as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in’ 


the Lord” (1 Cor. 1:30, 31). 
— 


Obeying by Believing 

Many long to obey God who cannot do so. Paul 
once was one of these. “For the good that I would 
I do not,” he said, “but the evil which I ‘would 
not, that I do... . For I delight in the law of God 
after the inward man: But I see another law in my 


members, . .-. bringing me into captivity to the law 
of sin’ (Rom. 7. 19-23). To succeed in obeying God 
continually is freedom -indeed, and joy: it is the Vic- 
torious Life, “the life that is Christ.” But how can 
we do it? “O wretched man that I am! who shall 
deliver me?” was the apostle’s cry as it is the heart- 
cry of many of God’s children today. The late Dr. 
A. B. Simpson said truly, “Obedience is always the 
condition of faith.” If we would enjoy the blessings 
of faith we must obey. But the converse also is true. 


_ Faith is always the condition of obedience; if we would 


enjoy the blessings of obedience we must believe. In 
other words, we cannot have faith without obedience, 
and we cannot have obedience without faith. And faith 
comes first. The answer to Paul’s cry of agony was 
God’s revelation to him which he accepted by simple 
faith: “I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
Now he was trusting, not in what he could do and 
must do for God, but in what God could do and had 
done for him through Jesus Christ. The next chapter 
of Romans, the eighth, is filled with joyous freedom 
and victory and obedience. “For the law of the Spirit 
of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the 
law of sin and death.” Now Paul could say that 
the righteousness of the law was fulfilled in him, as it 
will be fulfilled in all who recognize the wonderful 
facts of what God has done for them, simply taking 
God at his word and believing him. The old hymn, 
“Trust and Obey,” gives the right order. When we 
trust God moment by moment we find him supplying 
the necessary power to obey him moment by moment. 


x 
Are You Sure? 


“An assured income for life” appeals to most peo- 
ple. Insurance companies wisely use this appeal in 
advertising policies which, after a limited term of 
premium payments, guarantee a substantial income for 
the rest of one’s life. “Nothing to worry about then,” 
says the average man or woman. If we had such a 
policy today, and if it were all paid up, should we be 
fearful? But there is a more important matter than 
that of financial support for the rest of our lives. The 
guaranteed income takes care of us only to the end 
of this earthly life; what then? Have we an “insur- 
ance policy” that guarantees the life after this for 
all eternity? The Keswick Calendar quotes a con- 
versation: “You must allow that Mr. (William) Wil- 


berforce is cheerful,” was said to a skeptical friend. 
“Yes,” was the reply, “and no wonder. . I should be 
always cheerful too if I could make myself as sure 
that I was going to Heaven.”. That was good reason 
for being always cheerful, was it not? Are we as sure 
as Wilberforce was? -He did not “make himself. sure,’ 
nor can we; but God can make us sure. Paul was 
sure; but no more so than every child of God can 
be and ought to be. Here is the eternal insurance 
policy or covenant, and the ground of our assurance. 
“That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord 
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath 
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved” (Rom. 
10:9). Let us be cheerful; let us “rejoice with joy 
unspeakable and full of glory,” because “I KNOW 
whom I have, believed, and am persuaded that he. is 
able to keep that which I have committed unto him 
against that day” (2 Tim. 1:12). 


“=< 


God Does Answer Prayer! 

“Don’t stop praying! He'll answer you,” is not 
only a hymn of blessing but it is God’s own inviolable 
promise. The Great Commission Prayer League has 
just sent out the following testimony: “Recently one 
thousand dollars was required to meet our urgent 
needs. One prayer helper prayed, ‘Lord, we are look- 
ing to thee to send in this amount by next Saturday.’ 
On the following Tuesday the wall text impressed us 
anew: ‘Hitherto ye have asked nothing: ask largely 
that your joy might be full.’ Faith thus encouraged. 
we asked for twelve hundged dollars to meet the in- 
creased demand. On Friday the question, ‘Can God 
furnish a table in the wilderness,’ was answered af- 
firmatively. Saturday’s mail brought a check from 
unknown donors for fifteeg, hundred dollars. At an- 
other time when a certain sum was needed the mails 
arrived without anything to meet the needs, but God 
did not disappoint us. A“Californian who had just 
buried the body of his dear*wife, miles from Chicago, 
came in for prayer. As he arose to leave he handed 
us a check saying, ‘I feel impressed to give this to 
the League.’ It amply met the pressing need. Again 
the Lord constrained a man in Washington, D. C., 
to get out of bed and send a check by air mail, special 
delivery. It came just in the ‘nick of time.’” Is it any 
wonder that the Lord Jesus Christ taught “that men 
ought always to pray, and not to faint”? 


“The Oil of Joy for Mourning” 


that.” The Always-Tired-Woman stopped tack- 

ing carpet to straighten up and lean her head 
wearily against the wall. “I haven’t any children, 
and when I see them come into other homes I am glad 
the Lord has spared me that responsibility. Life’s 
hard enough for-me; but at least I’ve got none near 
me to be facing: years of . . .” The aggressive hammer 
strokes drowned ‘the sound of her words. 

The So-Frail-One~ hesitated to address that stub- 
bornly rebellious back. “I don’t know,” she ventured; 
“I have always dreamed how wonderful it would be 
to adopt seven wee children; so many little arms to 
cling to one, so’ many eager eyes and pliable minds; 
one’s own failures lost in their many little successes . . .” 

“So many more arms to nearly break with hard 
work; so many eyes to smart with tears there is no 
‘time to cry out; so many hours of seeing them hope- 
fully go out to fail and fail and find Job’ knew his 
stuff when he cried, ‘Wherefore is life given unto the 
bitter in soul.’” (The Always-Tired-Woman was swept 
on to an unwonted revealing of her feelings.) “What 
is there in life? Sickness, death, poverty, old age, 
loneliness.. Thank God, there is Heaven in the next 
world and there-is, Jésus and his love with us here; 
but life is just*trdubl¢, trouble! I pity every baby 
that comes into it, “and wonder how God can bear to 
send them into such a place of sure trouble and pain. 
He knows best; but I almost cannot bear to think of it.” 

That night the So-Frail-One puzzled over it long 


“Tr THERE is one thing I thank the Lord for, it’s 


through the sleepless hours. Poor old Always-Tired- 
Woman! No wonder she cried when she always had 
been so cheery and wholesome. That sunny disposi- 
tion was all that was left of her girlhood of ease and 
luxury. Then her father’s death, the revealed dissi- 
pation of his property in stock markets, her mother’s 
loss of mind, her own drudgery. Why, she was actually 
drudging along cleaning and washing, by the day, 
in homes where before she had been a guest; then 
leaving them to go home to half a night of work for 
her old mother. With all her hard work and economy 
she had barely finished paying her father’s debts, — 
debts she so grimly assumed when the law would 
have freed her. Old age and poverty, indeed, ahead 
for her. Poor Always-Tired-Woman! She could not 
stand outside of herself and see what an enrichment 
of other lives her Christian character and her sunny 
faith in God (so impetuously forgotten today) had 
been to all about her. Her courage and wholesome- 
ness were riches of encouragement to others. 

Were all lives so bitter underneath? Keluctantly 
the So-Frail-One reviewed her own life: the ambi- 
tions and talents of early youth; the gradual encroach- 
ment of ill health; impaired mental and physical 
powers. Could she bear to live over one single year? 
How she had struggled against failure! How she had 
agonized to see others, less brilliant schoolmates, go 
on to success and honor and wealth without her. How 
much they did! How broad their knowledge! Ho 
great their labor! None even remembered that sV 
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had once been easily their superior in studies and activ- 
inies. She was, to all, merely one of thousands of 
mediocre lives; poverty of outlook, poverty of finances, 
poverty of friendships in her shut-in condition. Not 
even that Dearest One knew what it cost her to put 
from her the privileges and joys of a woman and 
send him away, in seeming indifference, lest he be 
tied to an invalid. Now a dulled, feeble, forgotten 
woman ... was it worth having lived? . . . The little 
everyday pleasures . . . what was the song’s descrip- 
tion of them? “For though our bliss be but alloy, 
Tis less of pain and more of joy”... 


Sunshine flecked through the window from the rus- 
tling leaves of the old crab apple tree; sunshine 
prying at the eyelids of the So-Frail-One, sleeping 
trom a night of wakefulness. Did that color her 
dreams? She was waiting beside a beautiful misty 
light. She did not know, could not see, the won- 
drous veiled creature beside her: she knew, only, that 
to that one she might state her own desires. Out 
there was life—in a dark world of human trouble 
and woe. Would she care to have been part of it, or 
would she drift out into oblivion and never need to 
know the anguish from bereavement and pain and 


‘thwarted hopes? . . . The beautiful one waited... 


Oh, to get out of all that; not to have lived it! There 
was nothing there she would miss; the sunshine, bird- 
songs, twilight, cloud mists. They were lovely; but 
the sunshine only wakened one to sorrow and toil, the 
birds must go before winter, twilight was lonely when 
loved ones did not share it. No, there was nothing. 

The beautiful one beside moved to fulfill her de- 
cision... . But... . Wait! ... What was it? Some- 
thing she could not make tangible . . . something she 
must not miss... 


Now the taunting cat bird had called her back to 
the everyday world. Her eyes opened drowsily, still 
trying to hold the dream for completion. Then by 
habit they were turned to the wall text by her bed. 
“For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time 
are not worthy to be compared with the glory which 
shall be revealed in us.” 
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Oh, how wicked she had been, even in her dream. 
Why, she must tell the Always-Tired-Woman! Had 
they missed life here entirely, then they had missed 
the chance to receive the glorious salvation Christ 
so freely gives. 

Their salvation, their eternal life, was so precious 
to God, so worth any cost, that he gave his very own 
Son, his dearly beloved One, to suffer and die that 
it might be purchased. And they would lightly have 
thrown away the chance to have it at all by wanting 
to miss the human suffering that Satan and sin had 
brought into God’s perfect world. Were they not 
perilously near (yesterday in their conversation) to 
the sin of which Isaiah warned, “Shall the thing 
framed say of him that framed it, He had no under- 
standing?” “Woe unto him that striveth, with his 
Maker! ... Shall the clay say to him that fashioneth 
it, What makest thou?” 

“The sufferings of this present time are not worthy 
to be compared with the glory.” No, indeed! What 
if every day and every night were long drawn out 
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hours of pain and sorrow and toil, was not the Christ - 


there, and saying, “Lo, I am with you alway”? Did 
not he, himself, live and suffer as a human being; 
more than any human being, until the Word cried out 
of him: “Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? 
behold, and see if there be any sorrow like unto my 
sorrow, which is done unto me, wherewith the Lord 
hath afflicted me in the day of his fierce anger.” Yes, 
Christ bore that anger that she might escape it. Near- 
ing death he had to cry out, “My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me?” But she could have God’s 
own promise, “And even to your old age I am he; and 
even to hoar hairs will I carry you: I have made, and 
I will bear; even I will carry, and will deliver you.” 

“The gift of God is eternai life.” Into this great 
gift even the angels “desired to look.” Never, never, 
never would she look on a little baby and feel that 
it was almost a curse to him that he had come into 
the world. Rather would she ever feel that here was 
another precious soul, so precious that God had given 
him the opportunity to live in this world that he might 
have a chance for that great salvation purchased by 
Jesus Christ. 





How Did God Inspire the Bible? 


A question was raised in our Sunday-school class, 
and none were able to give an answer based on any- 
thing more than just an opinion. I presume it is of 
no great importance, but was of the opinion you might 
give us some light. 

The inspired writing of the various authors of the 
Bible is not questioned, but how did the Holy Spirit 
work in the inspiration? Was it in a manner that 
might be termed dictation, similar to our dictation of 
a letter? Some parts, especially Revelation, would 
indicate this; or did He work in connection with the 
ability of the author, simply calling to his mind. the 
events that God wished recorded? And_in the case 
where the information seems to have been received 
from parties other than the author, as in the record 
in Acts other than where the “we” is used, and the 
Gospel of Mark where it would seem that the in- 
formation was supplied by other than the author, how 
was the work accompiished ? 

Any information you can give us relative to the 
work of the Holy Spirit in the work of inspiration 
of the Bible will be greatly appreciated. 

You have answered others with perplexing ques- 
tions much to their (and my) benefit in your Open 
Letters, so you no doubt can give us some light on 
this subject—An Ohio Sunday-school superintendent. 


The Bible tells us much about its own inspiration, 
but it does not tell us, explicitly, just how the Holy 
Spirit worked in enabling men to write down the God- 
breathed words. That the Bible was divinely inspired, 
we are told in many different passages of Scripture. 
How the Bible was*thus divinely inspired we are not 
told. In other words, while we may be sure as to the 
result of inspiration, we cannot know what the method 
of inspiration was. This important distinction should 
be kept in mind, especially when we hear the state- 
ments of Modernists who, rejecting the verbal inspira- 
tion of the Bible, say that they do not agree with the 
Fundamentalists’ “theory of the method of inspira- 
tion.” Fundamentalists have no theory of the method 
of inspiration, Tue Sunpay ScHoot Tres has never 
heard of any Fundamentalist or evangelical believer 
anywhere, present or past, who advanced any theory 
or opinion as to the method of inspiration. But all 
who humbly accept the Scripture as God’s Word have, 
rot a theory but a deep conviction that the result of 
inspiration is a Bible which, in its original, autograph 
manuscripts is as infallible as the person and character 
of God himself. 

But even as to the method of inspiration, or how 
God inspired the Bible, we may know some things with 


certainty. One is that it was not by any method of 
mechanical dictation, as when one dictates a letter to 
a stenographer or amanuensis. Even a casual reading 
of the Scriptures shows that the writers were evidently 
given full sway or liberty in the expression of their 
human personalities, mental traits, and even forms of 
literary expression. There is as much variety in the 
writings of the Bible as there would be in any other 
collection of books written by different persons in 
different centuries. But there is a supernatural unity 
throughout all the books of the Bible that no other 
collection of literature ever has had or ever can have. 

What, then, is inspiration, as the word is used of the 
Bible? Verbal inspiration means that the Holy Spirit, 
by a mysterious provision that we cannot understand 
but that we can and must believe if we believe the 
Bible, so acted upon chosen men while they were writ- 
ing the books of the Bible that these writings were 
supernaturally kept from all error, even in a single 
word. We know that many things declared in the 
Bible could have come to the writers only by revela- 
tion from Predictive prophecy, for example; 
and information about the person of God himself, about 
Christ, about the Holy Spirit, about the Gospel — 
these are revelations from which men could never 
have discovered by thinking or searching for them- 
selves. But there are also many other things in the 
Bible that are not revelations, but matters of human 
knowledge, yet the statements concerning which were 
so inspired as to be without mistake of any sort. 

Here are a few Scripture passages bearing on in- 
spiration, and even perhaps suggesting how God in- 
spired, without directly disclosing this to us. 

“Now therefore go, and J will be with th 
Raye Bo age eso we B say” (Fxod. Br Rat ” 


“The Spirit of the Lord spake by me, and his word 
was in my tongue” (2 Sam. 23: 2). 

ao I have put my words in thy mouth” (Jer. 
1:9). 

“Son of man, go, get thee unto the house of Israel, 
and speak with my words unto them” (Ezek. 3: 4). 

“Which things also we speak, not in the words which 


man’s wisdom teacheth, but [words] which the Holy 
Ghost teacheth” (1 Cor. 2: 13). 


A useful pamphlet entitled “What Is Verbal In- 
spiration and Why Do We Believe In It?” consisting 
of an extended editorial discussion of these questions, 
first published in Notes on Open Letters in THE Sun- 
DAY ScHoot TIMES, may be had at 4 cents each, or 
40 cents a dozen, from Biola Book Room, 536 Seuth 
Hope Street, Los Angeles, Cal. 


, 





The Coming Meet Between 
Russia’s Bear and Judah’s Lion 








E THINK the World War was cata- 

clysmic, unprecedented in history — and so 
it was. But it was only a skirmish when com- 
pared with a war that is coming, and probably 
soon. 


If you don’t know just where the Bible pre- 
dicts and describes this, would you like to read 
a vivid and unanswerable description, based on 
the infallible prophecy of Scripture but told in 


the language of today? 


“For centuries the Russian Bear has been the 
nightmare of the civilized world, and today, of 
all the ominous yoices that disturb. the world’s 
rest, nothing is more disturbing than the snarl- 
ing and the growling of this great Bear of the 
Northland.” 


The Russian Bear controls: one-sixth of the 
land surface of the earth, with -staggeringly 
great natural resources. But supernatural re- 
sources are to be added to the natural — super- 
natural from beneath, not from above. The 
civilized world is not indulging in imaginary 
fears when it thinks of Russia. 


Do you know the meaning of the Scriptural 
words Gog and Magog, Meshech and Tubal? 


Have you noted that God’s hand was undoubt- 
edly in the recent moving of the capital of 
Russia back from Petrograd to Moscow, while 
Tobolsk remains the capital of Russia in Asia? 


The Bible, both Old Testament and New, has 
much to say about the Russian Bear, and this 
nation is faithfully, openly, brazenly fulfilling 
her réle. For the first time in human history 
the world watches a mighty nation officially 
declaring war on God. 


It is war on the whole world as .well, for the 
Bolshevists have declared: “The end of the 
religious campaign of the Soviet Government 
must not be confined to Russia, but must be 


conducted throughout the whole world.” 


Tue Sunpay Scoot Times will publish, 
in next week’s issue, a sensational article — the 
Bible is the most sensational book in the world 
—on this near-future war. It has been written 
for the Times by Dr. Louis S. Bauman, of 
California, whose studies of current events in 
the light of Bible prophecy, as published every 
month in the King’s Business, have made a 
profound impression. 


As Dr. Bauman says, while the growl of the 
Russian Bear today sends a shudder throughout 
all Christendom, the time is coming soon when 
Judah’s Lion will leap with a roar. This is 
not a fantastic figure, but God’s Word. “The 
Lion of the tribe of Juda” (Rew ‘5:5) “shall 
roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from Jeru- 
salem; and the heavens and the earth shall 
shake” (Joel 3:16). When that fight is over 
there will be at least a partial solution of the 
unemployment problem, for it -will take “men 
ef continual employment” seven months to 
gather up and bury the bare bones of the Bear. 


This announcement can give you but a glimpse 
of the thrilling story that Dr. Bauman will tell 
next week in THe Sunpay ScHoo. Tres. 
Judah’s Lion always fights fair, and he has told 
the Bear to be prepared. Russia, who denies the 
existence of God, is heeding at least this one * 
command of God, and is certainly preparing, 
with complete militarization not only of her 
men but also of her mothers and daughters. 


You and your friends, your pastor, your fel- 
low workers in church and Sunday-school, can- 
not afford to miss this amazing study of the 
Word which alone enables us to understand the 
things that are happening in the world today and 
that are filling the front pages of our news- 
papers. If you have friends not now taking 
THe Sunpay ScHoot Times, won’t you see 
that they get the blessing and challenge of this 
article and of a wealth of other unusual fea- 
tures to appear in THe SunpAy ScHoot Times 
during the next two moriths or more, by taking 
advantage of the Get Acquainted subscription 
which will bring the Tres to them every week 
for ten weeks for 25 cents? Such subscriptions 
will commence with the issue containing this 
remarkable article on Russia if requested and 
if sent quickly to The Sunday School Times 
Se 325 North Thirteenth Street, Phila- 

ja. 
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Have You Tied These Plans in Your School ? 


Interesting ways of working that are being used in active schools in 


many parts of the country 














Our Cradle Roll Records 
By Jennie E. Stewart 


on our Cradle Roll wall record we have one card 
for each month of each year and enroll ail children 
born in the same month on one card. 

Since we have a Nursery Class for three-year-olds 
we keep a separate roll for those who are past three. 
These children know their names are on their own 
roll and like to have us point out their names to them. 
We celebrate birthdays once a month only, and at that 
time we show the nursery class children which card 
is the one the birthday children are on and drape a 
little bow of ribbon over one corner of this card. 
Having them all on one card makes it easy to remem- 
ber all the birthdays and notify them in time to bring 
their pennies so we can celebrate. : ; 

For the Nursery Class we use a picture of Christ 
blessing the children pasted near the top of a large 

' white card. Around the picture is a garland of flowers 
cut from printed crepe paper. The card is framed 
in narrow molding painted white with blue and pink 
lines. We use strips of narrow blue ribbon below 
the picture, two for each row of names. The cards 
bearing the birthdays for the months are punched in 
the four corners so they slip readily on the ribbons. 
This enables us to slip the cards off to add more 
names. We used pink cards on the blue ribbons. We 
attached the ribbons to the card with dainty butterfly 
stickers at the top and with brass paper clips at the 
bottom so they are always neatly in their places. 

The Cradie Roll record is similarly made, but of 
course much larger since it has so many more names. 
When babies graduate we make quite a little ceremony 
of removing their cards from the Cradle Roll and 
placing them on the Nursery Class roll and taking the 
Nursery Class names and placing them on the Be- 
ginners’ Roll. 

' Promotion Sunday we have as many mothers present 

- to see this ceremony as possible. 

Bouper, CoLo. 


|: STEAD of having a separate card for every child 


‘How Two Teachers Built Up 
a Vacation School 


By Grace, Williams Winston 


ANY. a Sunday-school teacher, with the vision 

of what._a Vacation Bible School might mean 
to her church, finds it difficult to enlist the co-opera- 
tion needed to do it on a large scale. A certain Pri- 
mary superintendent in a California school, who could 
find but one other teacher to help, finally decided to 
put four weeks’ of intensive work into building up her 
department. 

The two young women canvassed the district with 
attractive invitation cards and succeeded in gathering 
up about twenty new children between the ages of six 
and nine years, who later became regular members 
of the Sunday-school. 

Besides Bible stories, memory work, and hymns, 
they emphasized a daily missionary hqur. An African 

village was constructed on the sand table, the children 
contributing to the scene various objects made in the 
handwork period. The next week they studied Alaska 
(where the local church had a missionary), and the 
scene was complete even to the Northern Lights flam- 
ing in the background. Japanese and Mexicans, fa- 
miliar enough to little Californians, were studied in 
their native haunts with more sympathy than before 
and the teachers were well repaid by the pleasure of 
the parents on the closing day when the children gave 
a little program of the month’s work. There was an 
average attendance of forty children, a total expendi- 
ture of $13, and a marked increase in the interest 
shown in the Sunday-school on the part of both par- 
ents and children. 

Another instance of what an enthusiastic teacher 
can accomplish single-handed with very little expense 
was observed in a neighboring city. The superintend- 
ent of a large Junior Department announced that she 
would meet with a group of interested boys during 
the summer to study the exodus and wanderings of 
the Israelites. 

Each boy .was assigned to one of the twelve tribes, 
and “searching the Scriptures” became a pleasure 
when by so doing one found just where his tribe must 
camp with regard to the Tabernacle, and in what order 
the tribes should advance in the line of march. A 


frieze on the wall indicated the progress made during 
the lesson in the long journey to Canaan. This study 
can be elaborated with the construction of the Taber- 
nacle and the explanation of some of the beautiful 
spiritual truths it embodies. A surface map in sand 
or paper pulp is invaluable, and the boys would take 
much satisfaction in making a final political map show- 
ing the location and extent of the territory assigned 
to each tribe in the “land flowing with milk and 
honey.” 
BrusseE_s, BEL€ruM. 


Using the Lesson in the Midweek Service 
By Lewis Keast 


|B gl sage the past winter we instituted a method 
that not only increased our interest in the mid- 
week church service, but was equally beneficial to the 
Sunday-school, for it greatly enlarged our thought and 
study of the Sunday-school lesson. 

Every week a teacher or an officer of the Sunday- 
school gives a brief five-minute talk on the teaching 
points of the Sunday-school lesson for the following 
Sunday. -There is no discussion of the lesson, and the 
pastor seeks, as far as possible, in choosing his de- 
votional address, to take a subject not at all related 
to the lesson study. 

This method has done several things for us: It 
gives us an unusual opportunity to make the Sunday- 
school a subject of prayer. Every week after the 
Sunday-school leader has finished speaking some one 
is asked to lead in a special prayer for the children 
that God may prepare their minds and hearts for the 
reception of the Word; and the Holy Spirit has won- 
derfully blessed us. There seems to be a greater de- 
sire to pray and a quicker response to prayer, when 
we have something definite for which to pray. : 

The attendance and interest both in the midweek 
service and in the Sunday-school have increased. Every 
week the blessings seem more and more reciprocative. 
Many who previously were not with us to pray are 
now regularly with us in the midweek service and 
are at the same time teaching more enthusiastically 
and effectively. We are enjoying a co-operation that 
we did not have hitherto, and our prayer life is 
richer and deeper because as a Sunday-school and 
church we have learned to pray together. 

This method increases our love for the Word of 
God and gives the pastor an opportunity to know 
what teachers are teaching. We aim to be faithful 
to the wonderful teachings of Christ and rejoice in 
his power to save. 


IsHPEMING, MIcH. 
we 


Gifts for High School Graduates 
By Hilda Richmond 


proe. a number of years every pupil in our Sunday- 
school who completes the course in the public 
school has been receiving a gift of a New Testament 
on the Sunday after commencement. Somebody is 
chosen to make a little talk congratulating the pupils 
on the honors they have won, pledging that the prayers 
and good wishes of the school will follow the members 
into higher institutions of learning or business, and 
—— them that of all the books that may in any 
way influence their lives the words of the New Testa- 
ment will be more powerful for good than any other. 
A well bound Testament is selected and the name 
of the recipient written therein by the superintendent 
of the school. The Seniors, who have been notified 
in advance of the presentation, are grouped in the front 
of the church, and it is a pleasing sight. Sometimes 
the address is made by a father or mother with a child 
in the group, thus giving the occasion a double em- 
phasis. Some of the members of the school think that 
the happy parents should be grouped directly behind 
the graduates to share ‘the honors, but so far only the 
boys and girls have been called to the front. 
_ The cost to the school is not great, and the work 
is a fitting supplement to the school festivities and 
commencement. Most of the members of the class will 
be lost to the school during the next few months, to 
come back only in vacation, and it is well that the 
young folks go out knowing that’ the Sunday-school 
is vitally interested in their welfare and Christian life. 
Kenton, Oux1I0. 


Good Ideas from Seven Schools 
By Elizabeth Williams Sudlow 


E ARE all interested in the out-of-the-ordi- 

nary things that our Sunday-school neighbors 
are doing, and whenever we find something that 
can be used in our own organization, we eagerly 
adopt the idea then adapt it to suit our own particular 
needs. Here are a few good ideas suggested by wide- 
awake superintendents : 

From a Missouri school comes the idea of submit- 
ting the annual report of the school in rhyme. This 
report was in three parts: Part one dealt with statistics 
and was told in twenty lines. Part two covered the 
receipts and disbursements, the treasurer’s report, and 
it took only six lines to give the story. The third 
part was the report of the superintendent, telling of the 
growth and organization, plan and aims of the school. 
It was a longer story than either of the others and 
about twenty-five lines was needed to give it in detail. 
The whole report was interesting and unusual in its 
presentation. 

Another Missouri school is not a large organization, 
but it does have good worship programs. Each month 
has a central theme, developed on the four or five 
Sundays through song, prayer, Scripture, and special 
features. For example, the theme “Winning to Christ” 
was developed through programs emphasizing, By 
Following Him; By Doing His Will; By Confessing 
Him; By Inviting Others. Thus the entire program 
for a month had the one main thought treated under 
different headings. A good idea, this, for it surely 
must save effort and time. 

A Florida school pays special honor to its young 
men and women when they graduate from junior or 
senior high school, or from college. A banquet is 
given them by the Board of Education of the church. 
This is a practical method of showing that their in- 
terest in young people is genuine. It ties the group 
to the church and in a tactful manner welcomes those 
— have been absent for a time back into full fellow- 
ship. 

Here is an idea from a Southern Sunday-school 
where a class of young people made their report at 
the annual meeting of the church in a most novel 
manner. A reproduction of the cover of their Sunday- 
school journal, made of beaver board and colored by 
the class artist, opened up at the different department 
pages. Each page showed a brief report. This was 
printed on a large sheet of paper, with appropriate 
illustrations to decorate the story. A member of the 
class, announced as special department editor, explained 
each report. 

.From a school where membership contests are popu- 
lar comes this comment from the superintendent: 
“There is lasting good in a membership contest pro- 
vided you do not allow a slump to take place when it 
is over. The trouble is largely due to the laziness 
of the teachers. A contest plan is worked out in 
detail with the idea that it will be beneficial to the 
school. But frequently the teacher is too indifferent 
or too lazy to follow up the new pupil and make him 
a real part of the class. The lazy teacher can over- 
throw practically all the good a superintendent does 
if he or she will not do his or her part in holding the 
members gained.” 

A school in Virginia does not simply notify a teacher 
that an absentee, scholar must be looked up; instead 
she is handed a card on which is written the name, 
address, and other information concerning the absent 
pupil, Then, in red on the top and bottom of the 
card is printed a Bible text; one is Matthew 25: 34- 
36, 40, and the other Matthew 25: 41, 43, 45. Some- 
how the words, “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto 
one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it 
unto me,” have a good effect on the reader, and the 
teacher is conscientious about calling. 

In another Florida school the words found in Num- 
bers 6: 24-26, “The Lord bless thee, and keep thee: 
the Lord make his face shine upon thee, and be gra- 


cious unto thee: the Lord lift up his countenance upon . 


thee, and give thee peace,” have been set to music 
and are sung each Sunday as a birthday greeting to 
the honor pupils who may be celebrating on that day. 
During the week the same greeting printed on a card 
has been sent through the mail by the secretary whose 
business it is to attend to this matter and is delivered 
on the birthday. 

These several plans are good ideas that have been 
successfully tried out by workers in other schools, 
and perhaps there is something that may be adapted 
to your school. 


Cora GaBLes, Fra. 
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| By Clarence H. Benson, 


Organizing a Sunday School 


A working basis for those who would like to improve their own school or build up a new one 


Director of the Christian Education Course of Moody Bible Institute 
and Secretary of the Evangelical Teacher Training Association 











The new Evangelical Teacher Training Association was brought before Times readers in Mr. Benson’s valuable 


article in the issue of March 19. 


It was welcon.e news to multitudes of Sunday-school workers who have been 
troubled by the inroads of Modernism into Sunday-school literature. 


In an early issue another article from Mr. 


Benson will be published, showing just how Sunday-school teachers anywhere can secure the training of the 


Evangelical Teacher Training Association. 


The article on this page is from the new book by Mr. Benson, 


** Tne Sunday School in Action,’’ copyright and published by the Bible Institute Colportage Association, Chicago, 
complete edition, $1.75. 


HE divisions of the Sunday-school fall into the 
I natural lines defined by the periods of life: 
Children’s division, 0-12 
Adolescent division, 13-24 
Adult division, 25 and up 
In the children’s division prime emphasis is laid 
upon the ministry of teaching; in the adolescent divi- 
sion the teaching ministry is supplemented with train- 
ing, and in the adult division special emphasis is laid 
upon the ministry of service. Even in the smallest 
churches and Sunday-schools these three divisions 
should be recognized and this program of teaching, 
training, and service emphasized. 


DEPARTMENTAL GROUPS 


The unit of the modern Sunday-school is the depart- 
ment. No longer does the church attempt to have its 
entire school in one room. From the experiments of 
recent years departmental management stands out as 
tested and finally accepted. Were religious education 
only the imparting of information, the work of the 
teacher would be sufficient, but since worship and ex- 
pression must be recognized as a vital part of the edu- 
cational program, suitable provision must be made for 
platform exercises that will be appropriate for the 
various groups. . 

For the promotion of common interest and enthusiasm 
the entire school should assemble for special exercises, 
such as Promotion Day and Children’s Day, These 
occasional gatherings will be sufficient to maintain 
the unity of the school without interfering seriously 
with the educational program. 


(1) Departments in a small school—Seven depart- 
ments should be recognized. 


Cradle Roll, 0-3 
Beginners, 4, 5 
Primary, 6-8 

Junior, 9-12 
Intermediate, 13-16 
Young .People, 17-24 
Adult, 25 and up 

Some may object that in schools of less than one 
hundred it would be difficult to maintain so many de- 
partments. It is well to recognize in this connection, 
however, that if an honest effort is made by every 
Sunday-school to reach its constituency, the small 
Sunday-school of today will be the large Sunday- 
school of tomorrow, and that in organizing upon the 
departmental basis we are only making it possible for 
the Sunday-school to attain to the proper proportions 
in which it has long been delinquent. 

Again, it will not be necessary in every case that 
all the departments be organized at once, but beginning 
with the youngest group they may be established as 
rapidly as the children pass from one grade to another. 

Grading is a perfectly natural procedure. We simply 
put feos The those of like ages, When our boys and 
girls enter public school, of necessity they are separated 
in Sunday-school from their younger brothers and 
sisters. When they enter high school, if their attend- 
ance interest is to be maintained, it is necessary to 
separate them from the “main” school. A Young Peo- 
ple’s department will be found a necessity for the same 
reason. : 


(2) Departments in a large school—When the en- 
rollment of a school numbers more than five hundred, 
it is well to add a Senior Department, Home Depart- 
ment, and Cradle Roll class. This will necessitate 
some changes in the age groups, so that the organiza- 
tion for the Church School will be arranged as follows: 


Cradle Roll, 0-2 

Cradle Roll class, 3 

Beginners, 4, 5 

Primary, 6-8 

Junior, 9-11 

Intermediate, 12-14 

Senior, 15-17 

Young People, 18-24 

Adult, 25 and up 

Home, shut-ins 

Where the community supports a junior high school, 

it may be advisable to use this latter department plan 
for schools of less than five hundred. There is a 
distinct advantage in maintaining the separate depart- 


ment for the pupils of the junior and senior high 
schools, The great leakage in the Sunday-school is 
between the ages of thirteen and sixteen, which is a 
sufficiently strong argument for such action. No Sun- 
day-school group has been more neglected than the 
boys and girls of the high school age. It is a tragedy 
to permit these young. people to drift away in these 
impressionable years. We need to give this group 
not only the best organized departments, but also the 
best teachers and the best lessons. 


DEPARTMENT PROPORTIONS 


In organizing the Sunday-school into departments 
it is necessary to estimate the number of pupils which 
would be assigned to the various departments. Con- 
ditions vary in different communities. In one, the 
younger children may predominate; in a college local- 
ity the Young People’s Department would have ab- 
normal strength. On the average, however, the enroll- 
ment in the departments will be about in proportion 
to the number of years allotted to each group, which 
would be as follows: 


Small School 


Department Ages Percent Pupils 
ee Tee rer 4,5 8 8 
MORI: s seas casvet> ese 6-8 12 12 
pO PR ere eee 9-12 16 16 
PURO RAOGIR CE Fa wii o's 6 0s ss 6 ors 13-16 16 16 
SOW - FOO wvcceces sacs 17-24 22 22 
fo! CE ee 25 up 26 26 

100 
Large School 

Department Ages Percent Pupils 
Cradle Roll Class. ...0:.6.5. 3 4 20 
DCRTTIMES hare hiecen dae fee 4,5 8 40 
a) eee ee 6-8 12 60 
iia $5.0. 50.05% Knees Q-I1 12 60 
intermediate i.........008% 12-14 12 60 
DOGME hc oeisibis cir cocecnee 15-17 12 60 
WOU PeOnle: o o.o:5 56 60iety:s 18-24 18 90 
ON Ce. Sare ohn Seeing oi sie-e's 25 up 22 110 

500 


Here again it must be noted that these proportions 
are not likely to be found at the time a Sunday-school 
is first organized into departments. Even in an aver- 
age community it will probably be noticed that both 
Primary and Junior departments are larger than the 
Intermediate or Senior, though the proportions are the 
same. While this situation in some instances may be 
explained by an abnormal condition in the community, 
it is more likely to indicate that the adolescent enroll- 
ment of the Sunday-school has been neglected and that 
therefore the school should address itself to building 
up these departments. 

It is most profitable for every Sunday-school fre- 
quently to proportion its enrollment according to these 
tables to ascertain just what departments are weak and 
where special emphasis needs to be laid. In many in- 
stances the Intermediate Department will be found to 
have the lowest enrollment for no other reason than 
has already been pointed out, that it is the most 
neglected department of the Sunday-school. 


CONSERVATION OF. ORGANIZATION 


Unless the organization of the Sunday-school is per- 
manently effected, how long can it be preserved? A 
specialist may be employed to reorganize a Sunday- 
school, and then after his departure it is quite possible 
that things will drift back and the Sunday-school once 
more fall into a chaotic and disorganized condition. To 
conserve the benefits of a good organization it is well 
to observe: 

(1) Preservation of departmental lines —Depart- 
ments should never be combined once they are separate, 
and care should be exercised in the promotion of 
pupils from one department to another as soon as they 
complete the required number of years. Teachers 
should* never pass from one department to another 
with their classes, but should specialize in the study 
of the pupils and the lesson material of the department 
of their choice. 

(2) Accountability should accompany  responsi- 
bility—No assignment should be made or task com- 
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mitted without provision for a report. The worker 
must not only know he will be called to account, but 
also the definite hour in which that account will be 
rendered. Nothing will dignify the task and quicken 
its execution more than the reminder that its per- 
formance must be reported. To assign a task and 
then ignore it quickly creates the impression that it 
is of little consequence. 


(3) Preservation of monthly  conferences—No 
organization is possible without the setting aside of 
a regular time for praying and planning. We need 
to pray for spiritual power and to plan for intelligent, 
effective effort. Every Sunday-school should plan its 
work and work its plan. No church organization can 
be successfully maintained without regular meetings 
of its board of supervisors. The pastor has a right 
to demand this of his church if he is to assume the 
responsibility for administering its efforts. A super- 
intendent has an equal right to require that the teachers 
and officers co-operate with him in monthly confer- 
ences for instruction, inspiration, and preparation, if 
the school is to be more than one administrating in- 
dividual. 

CHICAGO. 

we 


His Wealth at Eighty 
Children are an heritage of the Lord (Psa. 127: 3) 


}\ PHILADELPHIA there is an old gentleman now 
in his eighties, who all his life has been a salaried 
man. He has always been an earnest Christian and 
has raised a family of three boys in the. atmosphere 
of his Christian home. These three boys all occupy 
positions of honor and trust in the business world, espe- 
cially in the line of banks. They are all active in the 
church. 

The other day he sent William H. Ridgway a little 
poem of four verses, entitled, “Nothing at Eighty, But 
Prepared for the Kingdom of Heaven.” 

Mr. Ridgway immediately sent him a four verse 
reply, in which he undertook to show his friend that 
he is in truth a very rich man, having very much more 
than simply a preparation for the kingdom of Heaven. 
There are thousands of fine Christian fathers in our 
land who, reaching the ripe age of eighty, have neither 
lands nor stocks and bonds to bequeath their children, 
yet have indeed accumulated enormous riches in the 
fine Christian character of their children. 

It is this idea that Mr. Ridgway has. expressed in 
his reply to his old friend W. M. H. 


“NotHING at EIGHTY” 
To W. M.-H. 


“Nothing at eighty.” “Nothing but wealth.” 

“Not a friend who is sure.” “Not even good health.” 
Of a lot of old chaps just this is their end, 

But that doesn’t mean you at eighty, my friend. 


“Nothing at eighty,’ not one loving child 

To honor poor Dad. They are all running wild, 
With nothing in life but drink, sport, and spend, 
But that doesn’t mean you at eighty, my friend. 
That man is rich who has filled up his home 

With genuine “jewels” (like Cornelia’s of Rome), 
With highest grade men, best Heaven can send, 
And that, Sir, is you at eighty, my friend. 

Yes, William; you’re rich, who at eighty have joy 
In honor and trust which has come to each boy. 
Note your promise from God, working out to the end? 
And Tuat’s You at eighty, thy happy good friend. 


1; Timothy 4: 8. 





The Passer-By 
By Marjorie Rankin 


The writer, a missionary in China, was told by anothé¥ 
missionary of the actual incident here described. 


ToS didn’t see the sight that just went past? 
What a pity, man. Come this way, 

There is still time to see it if you hurry, 

Over there on the next cross street: 

There —is not that *worth the time? 

And you were hurrying past without a look, 
Head down, eyes staring at the walk’ 

Or nothing, never heeding what went by. 

You'll ne‘ér see*such a sight again, 

Though you should wait for many a long year, 
I'll warrant. Nor can you guess what’s all about. 


A coffin— open— going down the street! 

And the body in it lives— moves and breathes! 
What are they burying a-live man for! 

And with the lid off so that all can see! 

Why don’t they do a thing like that in secret? 
I could not guess, and so I had to ask. 


You know the foreign devils over there; 

The spacious yard with house and hospital? 

They’re called Christians. Surely you have heard! 
The women have big feet just like the men. 

And they go striding down the street beside the men, 
So that it’s hard to know which one is which. 
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Lesson for April 24 


But then —each man to his own ways, I say. 
I want my wife to stay at home and mind the children. 
Oh, yes —the tale. Please pardon the digression. 


These Christians teach that one’ must change his life, 
Be born again as one, their leader, taught. 

But how be born again if one’s not dead! 

And so this man, whom you have just seen pass, 
Died to his old life. And now is burying it— 
The old self — You don’t believe the story? 

It’s hard to think he could do such a thing, 

But so the tale was just now told to me. 


They’re carrying the laden coffin to the grave, 
Then he will come to life—be born again. 

And the coffin with his old dead self inside 

Will be buried. The funeral feast is all prepared, 
The guests invited. They'll eat it first in sorrow. 
Then he is to return and all the sorrow 

Will turn into rejoicing. He’s born again. 

And to commemorate it’s changed his name. 
Instead of Liu Li Cheng he’s Liu Dsai Sheng, 
Which as you well must know means “Born Again.” 


A strange tale, is it not? But true. 

Hear the funeral music? That’s at the grave. 

Must you go so soon? What a pity! 

I’m going to stand right here till he returns. 
* * * * 

Born again? What a strange notion — 

But may be something in it after all. 


‘Who Am I to Teach the Way? 


CHRISTIAN mother writes to THe Sunpay 
ScHoot TIMEs: 


“The little poem I am enclosing is one I found on 
my daughter’s dressing table. She had often been 
troubled over her unfitness as a teacher of the little 
folks in Sunday-school, and her thought is expressed 
in these lines in such a way that I hoped it might be 
helpful to others. So I slipped the paper out, unknown 
to her, and copied the lines, and now I am sending 
them to you hoping that you may see fit to find a 
corner for them in the TIMEs.” 


“Wao Am I To Teaco THE Way?” 
Lord, who am I to teach the way 
To little children day by day, 
So prone myself to go astray? 


I teach them knowledge; but I know 
How . faint they flicker, and how .low 
The candles of my knowledge glow. 


I teach them power to will and do; 
But only now to learn anew 
My own great weakness through and through. 


I teach them Jove for all mankind 
Aad all God’s creatures ; but I find 
My love comes lagging: far behind. 


Lord, if their guide Irstill must be, 
Oh, let the little children see 
A teacher leaning hard on Thee. 


we 


Alexander McLaren on Spurgeon 


N THE first Lord’s Day after Spurgeon’s Home- 

going Dr. Alexander ‘McLaren, the great Baptist 
preacher and writer who was--known and loved the 
world over as “McLaren of Manchester,” and whose 
lesson articles every week in THE Sunpay ScHooL 
Times for many years enriched the ministry of this 
paper, spoke the’following words about his friend in 
a sermon preached at Union Chapel, Manchester : 


“T should be doing equal violence to your feelings 
and to’'my own deep affection if my first words this 
morning were not the expression of our share in the 
sorrow of all good men for the death of Mr. Spurgeon. 
The loss falls especially on the churches of the denomi- 
nation to which he and I belong; but it touches Chris- 
tendom. He was as good’as he was great; he was as 


sweet as he was good. His genius for forceful, racy ~ 


speech sets him by the side of the great masters of 
our English tongue. His fervor of devotion ‘and in- 
tensity of love to the Lord Jesus Christ blazed through 
all his work. He was absolutely self-forgetful, think- 
ing nothing of himself and everything of his message. 
His pathos and his humor, ‘his sagacity and his kind- 
ness, were equal. His power of cheery work was un- 
exampled, and all that he was he -gave to his Lord, 
with rare and beautiful simplicity and faithfulness. 
He had no peer; he can have no successor. Such lives 
are not given twice to a generation. We shall honor 
him best if we try to fill our little places as he did 
his, and to cleave to the Master whom he magnified 
and now beholds.” 
ue 


In the Church on earth God dwells. with: men; in 
that in Heaven men dwell with God.—Matthew Henry. 
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Accomplishing things for God in a branch Sunday- 
school with children of different nationalities 








A One Room Sunday School 


By Ethel Bellinger. Hansen 














calling in the homes of a well-settled district 

just outside of the city limits, several mothers 
pleaded with us to establish an afternoon Sunday-school 
in that locality. Our calls‘ were being made in the 
interests of an adult evening Bible study class. It 
became evident, however, that the need for a Sunday- 
school was equally great. This section was at least 
one and one-quarter miles from the community church, 
After praying much about the matter, it seemed wise 
to open this Sunday-school as a branch of our field 
work. We called upon the members of the School 
Board and requested the use of the schoolhouse for 
one hour on Sunday afternoons. Their ready acquies- 
cence proved to us that God’s hand was in the work. 
When he approves doors open. A few short months 
before teachers were forbidden to let the children sing 
Christmas carols in the public schools of the town. 
That this was a community work, under the direction 
of a community church, undoubtedly had its weight in 
securing us this entrance. 

A week or more was spent in making calls in the 
homes. A great deal of interest was manifested, par- 
ticularly among the foreign people. Americans were 
much harder to reach. «Several children gladly vol- 
unteered to distribute printed invitations along several 
streets in the district. 

Perhaps a dozen were present on the afternoon we 
opened the school, but gradually that number increased 
until forty-five were in attendance. About half the 
number was composed of Japanese and Spanish chil- 
dren. This was literally a demonstration of going into 
the highways and hedges and compelling them to come 
in. One teacher used her car and for an hour before 
service began brought in loads of pupils. Quite fre- 
quently we went out into the fields where the children 
were weeding vegetables with their parents. They 
- were nearly always glad to have their boys and girls 
accompahy us to the schoolhouse. Getting our audi- 
ence was perhaps the easiest problem of the many that 
confronted us. 

One serious handicap was the fact that we were 
limited to the use of one room, However, it was a 
large room. We have learned to thank God for that 
one room! Preparations for the opening assembly 
consisted of removing chairs from a storeroom, moving 
the piano, tipping small kindergarten tables upside 
down as some of the boys would insist on sitting on 
the tables instead of with the other children. Get- 
ting ready was an effort until we drafted some of the 
older boys into service. These were some of the most 
mischievous boys and we really won them by appoint- 
ing them to this task. 

At first it seemed ‘advisable to divide the group into 
four separate classes, following a short opening as- 
sembly. This meant moving some of the chairs again. 
By using the piano and a small screen it was possible 
to make.two classrooms for the smaller children. As it 
was summer. time, two other classes could meet out of 

- doors on the steps. This latter worked very well 
until an ice cream vendor discovered the two groups 
and then collection as well as interest suffered. 

Our second handicap was lack of teachers. With one 
or two faithful. exceptions, we never knew upon whom 
we could absolutely depend. In the absence of teachers, 
it. was difficult to refuse the offer of assistance from 
some adult who happened to be present, until we had 
unwittingly utilized the services of one student of 
Unity and another student of Christian Science. Teach- 
ing a. district Sunday-school Sunday after Sunday, 
which is perhaps the.only time in which one can relax, 
is no easy task, yet many of God’s servants are learn- 
ing really to “rest” in God’s werk. The question of 
teachers at this school is now cared for by a group 
of Bible Institute students who have been given this 
work as one of their assignments. 

Assuredly our greatest problem was presented by 
an older Japanese boy. He came,.evidently, from a 
home: where God was not known—at least not hon- 
ored.. On every conceivable occasion he would make 
disparaging remarks—even swearing — about God. 
“Who is God?” Or, “There ain’t no God.” Of our 
. birthday. jar he inquired, having heard us say this 
‘ money-was for God’s work: “Is God in that bottle?” 

He would invariably upset the school by talking, laugh- 

ing, walking about the room, and refusing to listen. 

He would climb out of windows, several smaller boys 

following. On one afternoon he had been put out of 

the room for misconduct and the door was locked. 

Undeterred, he climbed a drain pipe and came in over 

the transom. Another day, arriving before any of 

the teachers, he opened the door with his knife and 

deliberately walked across the piano keys —this in a 

muddy district!’ What a trial he was! Every Sunday 
7 we prayed for him before the Throne of Grace. 


Wii the workers of our Sunday-school were 


Mothers began to keep their smaller children at home. 
None of the smaller ones came for weeks. The school 
dwindled down to less than a dozen members, In 
desperation we turned to the janitor of the school. He 
agreed to be on hand the following Sunday. He was, 
but his assistance was not needed. He came to tell 
us that the boy’s family had moved away. This was 
a relief, although we regretted not having been able 
to reach the boy’s heart. We have since learned that 
his was an abnormal case. This had not been easy 
of discernment, otherwise we should have treated him 
quite differently, The children who had been kept at 
home gradually came back until the school was again 
thriving. 

When the cool weather came, it was decided to 
divide the school into two groups —one for boys and 
another for girls, Each of these groups grew too 
large for one teacher to handle, 

Last of all, we tried the program that seems best 
suited when only one room is available. The follow- 
ing is the hour’s program, as it was carried out with 
one group: 

March to seats Collection 
Opening Song Chalk Talk 
Prayer and Lord’s Prayer Song 

Chorus Work Lesson Story 
New Member Contest Good-by Song 

On various occasions, children’s speakers were pres- 
ent and the entire meeting was turned over to them. 
Occasionally pictures were shown. 

We tried out several new member contests. To 
mention one: there was a track made on a large oblong 
poster. The school was divided into squads. Each 
squad was given an engineer and a train. The trains 
were moved along the tracks a certain distance for 
each new pupil brought. Perhaps the most popular 
of these contests was the one conducted between this 
Sunday-school and another branch Sunday-school meet- 
ing at the same hour in a different part of the town. 
One of the teachers kept the records. Two large 
thermometers (one for each school) were made — one 
red and one blue. The mercury rose a degree as each 
new pupil was enrolled. At the close of six months 
the winning school was given a party in the church 
hall of the community church, 

The chalk talks were cared for by another teacher. 
These always illumined some verse of Scripture — 
usually in connection with the lesson for the afternoon. 

The chorus work was led by another teacher who 
used such choruses as would help to explain and store 
away in the children’s hearts portions of God’s Word. 
For example: 


I am the door, 

I am the door, 

By me if any man enter in, 
He shall be saved, 

He shall be saved, 

He SHALL be saved. 


7 calls I am the way, 
am the way, the truth, and the life, 
No man cometh unto the Father, 
But by me. 
Back to my Father and home, 
. Back to my Father and home, 
I will arise and go. 
Back to my Father and home. 


Frequently a song would be interpreted by appro- 
priate gestures. It was wonderful how even the older 
ones responded to this variation. In the following the 
children rose, separated in long rows leaving plenty 
of room for movement between individuals. This was 
done quietly and reverently, as the previous choruses 
had been of a nature to encourage reverence. 


Jesus is mighty to save, 

— is mighty to save, 
rom the uttermost 

(Palms tight together) 

To the uttermust 

(Hands straight out at sides) 

Mighty to save. 


The superintendent made all announcements and of- 
fered prayer. The personal appeal brought by each 
teacher as he or she took charge of some particular 
phase of the program did much to sustain the interest 
of the pupils. This type of assembly meeting very 
happily solved the problem presented by being limited 
to the use of one room. It very definitely proved, 
also, that varying ages can be successfully handled 
in one large group. 

An interesting aspect of the work developed as new 
pupils carried tracts and papers in Japanese, Spanish, 
Russian, and English into the homes. Several of the 
og ace are now enrolled in the main Sunday- 
school. ; 
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LESSON 4. APRIL 24. ABRAM’S GENEROSITY TO LOT | 


International Uniform Lesson.—Genesis 13 


Golden Text.—In honour preferring one another.—Romans 12 : 106 




















The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee for printing in 
the lesson helps is vs. 5-15 


Ki1nG JAMES VERSION 

s And Lot also, which went with 
Abram, had flocks, and herds, and tents. 

6 And the land was not able to bear 
them, that they might dwell together: 
for their substance was great, so that 
they could not dwell together. 

7 And there was a strife between the 
herdmen of Abram’s cattle and the herd- 
‘men of Lot’s cattle: and the Canaanite 
and the Perizzite dwelt then in the land. 

8 And Abram said unto Lot, | et there 
be no strife, I pray thee, between me 
and thee, and between my herdmen and 
thy herdmen; for we be brethren, 

9 Is not the whole land before thee? 
separate thyself, I pray thee, from me: 
if thou wilt take the left hand, then I will 
go to the right; or if thou depart to the 
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5 And Lot also, who went with 
Abram, had flocks, and herds, and tents. 
6 And the land was not able to bear 
them, that they might dwell together: 
for their substance was great, so that 
they could not dwell together. 7 And 
there was a strife betwen the herdsmen 
of Abram’s cattle and the herdsmen of 
Lot’s cattle: and the Canaanite and the 
Perizzite dwelt then in the land. 8 And 
Abram said unto Lot, Let there be no 
strife, 1 pray thee, between me and thee, 
and between my herdsmen and thy herds- 
men; for we are brethren. 9 Is not the 
whole land before thee? separate thyself, 
I pray thee, from me: if thou wilt take 
the left hand, then I will go to the right; 
or if thou take the right hand, then I 
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held all the plain of Jordan, that it was 
well watered every where, before the Lord 
destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, even as 
the garden of the Lord, like the land 
of Egypt, as thou comest unto Zoar. 

11 Then Lot chose him all the plain of 
Jordan; and Lot journeyed east: and 
they separated themselves the one from 
the other. 

12 Abram dwelt in the land of Ca- 
naan, and Lot dwelt in the cities of the 
plain, and pitched his tent toward Sodom. 

13 But the men of Sodom were wicked 
and sinners before the Lord exceedingly. 

14 And the Lord said unto Abram, 
after that Lot was separatd from him, 
Lift up now thine eyes, and look from 
-the place where thou art northward, and 
southward, and eastward, and westward: 

15 For all the land which thou seest, 
to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for 
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the Jordan, that it was well watered 
everywhere, before Jehovah destroyed 
Sodom and Gomorrah, like the garden of 
Jehovah, like the land of Egypt, as thou 
goest unto Zoar. 11 So Lot chose him 
all the Plain of the Jordan; and Lot jour- 
neyed east: and they separated them- 
selves the one from the other. 12 Abram 
dwelt in the land of -Canaan, and Lot 
dwelt in the cities of the Plain, and moved 
his tent as-far as Sodom. 13 Now the 
men of Sodom were wicked and sinners 
against. Jehovah exceedingly. 

14 And Jehovah said unto Abram, after 
that Lot was separated from him, Lift 
up now thine eyes, and look from. the 
place where thou art, northward and 
southward and eastward and westward: 
15 for all the land which thou seest, to 
thee will I give it, and to thy seed for 
ever. 





























right hand, then I will go to the left. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By. Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 

GREAT lesson on a great choice is this story 
A of Abram and Lot, and their dividing pathways. 

It is a choice that every believer in every age 
has to make, following the example of Abram or of 
Lot. All Christians glory in Abram’s choice, and 
most Christians in actual practice follow the way of 
Lot. This is a lesson on money and property, and so 
it is intensely. modern, with a most pointed message 
for us. Lot was a captain of industry of his day, and 
the tragic end of his successful business career is 
but a type of uncounted numbers of Christians in our 
day who handle the world after Lot’s manner. The 
lesson ‘also has a fascination because of: its connection 
with God’s fearful judgment on one of the most flour- 
ishing of ancient civilizations. But most of all it is 
fascinating because of its connection with God’s plan 
of redemption, pointing forward to the Redeemer and 
Inheriter of the earth. 


The Historical Setting 

Abram went to Canaan when he was seventy-five. 
This great call may be dated 1921 B. C., or thereabout. 
Abram was in the land ten years when he married 
Hagar (Gen. 16:3), a period that includes his trip 
to Egypt. There is no way of determining just when 
during those ten years the separation from Lot took 
place. Evidently it immediately followed the return 
from Egypt. 


Verse by Verse 


Verse 5.—And Lot also, which went with Abram, 
had flocks, and herds, and tents. Lot had great 
earthly prosperity, as well as spiritual blessing, because 
he “went with Abram.” 


Verse 6.—And the land was not able to bear them. 
Probably each had several: hundred tents, and the 
country was not noted for great fertility. The recent 
famine may also have left its effect. 


Verse 7.—And there was a strife between the herd- 
men. The disputing was probably over the water sup- 
ply (Gen. 26:20),. but perhaps also over the places 
of pasture. And the, Canaanite and the Perissite 
dwelled then in the land. The Perizzites (meaning 
“dwellers in unwalled villages’) may have been orig- 
inal inhabitants before the Canaanites came. The word 
“Canaanite” is used in a narrow sense as one of sev- 
eral races, and in a broader sense as including several 
races dwelling in Canaan. They are mentioned here to 
explain one reason why Abram and Lot were crowded, 
and also doubtless to suggest the importance of be- 
lievers dwelling in unity in the presence of the heathen. 

Verse 8.—And Abram said unto Lot. The time to 
handle strife is at its beginning, and Abram takes the 
initiative. Let there be no strife. Abram does not 
enter into the cause of the dispute, or discuss the merits 
of the case. The important point is that there should 
be no strife, whatever the cause. Between me and thee. 
The strife of the servants. would inevitably lead to 
disagreement between the. chiefs. For we be brethren, 
literally, “brother men.”. Thus early in the redemp- 
tion story it is rcognized that. brethren should dwell 


will go to the left. 10 And Lot lifted —— 
10 And Lot lifted up his eyes, and be- up his eyes, and beheld all the * Plain of 
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together in unity (Psa. 133:1). Abram put Lot on 
an equality with himself, although Lot owed him the 
duty of a son. There is a suggestion here of the 
deeper relation of brethren in the Lord. 


Verse 9.—Is not the whole land before thee? It is 
easy to say to a brother, “Let there be peace,” when 
the terms of peace are to keep all for ourselves. But 
Abraham’s proposal is to be enforced by an offer to 
give all. Separate thyself. To keep close together in 
spirit, physical separation is often desirable. Jf thou 
wilt take the left hand, then I will go to the right. 
This noble word has become proverbial as a symbol 
of peacemaking and unselfish yielding. What a reward 
Abram would have had even if the only result of his 
choice had been this immortal example of his! 


Verse 10.—And Lot lifted up his eyes. Lot should 
first have lifted up his eyes to the face of his noble 
uncle and offered him the better land. But such 
thoughts were not in his mind. He will choose by 
sight, not by faith, And beheld all the plain of Jordan. 
This would seem naturally to refer to the plain north 
of the Dead Sea, the view plainly visible from the 
hills at Bethel. But many scholars consider that the 
cities of the plain lie under the southern part of the 
Dead Sea. Before the Lord destroyed Sodom and 
Gomorrah, What symbols of wickedness and of God’s 
righteous judgment have these names become, warn- 
ings to all ages! As the garden of the Lord. Eden 
was evidently still a real and blessed memory in those 
early days, a symbol of richness. Though the curse 
had fallen, God permitted much of the richness to 
remain on earth. Like the land of Egypt. Lot per- 
haps longed for the luxurious land they had left in 
Egypt, and his eye was now startled by a vision of 
land very much like it. As thou comest unto Zoar. 
Zoar, where Lot fled from Sodom (Gen. 19:22); was 
at the southeast end of the Dead Sea, which would 
favor the view that the plain was in that territory. 
But an old Syriac Version reads “Zoan,” which is in 
the delta of the Nile (Tanis). 


Verse 12.—Abram dwelled in the land of Canaan. 





Selfish Sodom 
By Amos R. Wells 


HAME on Lot, the greedy-hearted, who at 

Abram’s kind behest chose of all the land of 
Canaan what he fancied was the best; chose the rich 
plain of the Jordan, led by Sodom’s baneful lure; 
dwelt ere long within the city God-condemned, 
abased, impure! Wise old Abram, choosing sagely 
healthful Hebron, high, alone, where the only true 
Jehovah he could worship for his own! Hebron’s 
soil was thin and stony, Hebron’s walls were far 
from trade, but a place of noble living there in 
Hebron Abram made. Ah, the choices men are 
making as our land before them lies, making in a 
selfish spirit, making with unholy eyes! Soon will 
fall the fire of heaven, soon repentance be too late, 
soon will Sodom and Gomorrah lie in ashes desolate ; 
but through all the happy ages, calmly happy. in 
God’s sight, smiling *mid its stony meadows, 
Hebron dwells upon the height! 











2Or, Circle. 
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He dwelled there with God, who led him to Canaan. 
Lot dwelled in the cities of the plain, that is, in the 
midst of the cities—five are mentioned in 14:8. 
Pitched his tent toward Sodom. The second stage 
of his choice. The next step was to dwell in -the city. 

Verse 13.—But the men of Sodom were wicked and 
sinners before the Lord exceedingly. Lot had taken 
no account of this important fact in his choice. Before 
the Lord. Jehovah is God of all the earth, and takes 
note of the sin of every city. 

Verse 14.—And the Lord said unto Abram. Lot’s 
choice seems to leave Abram with a poor material 
outlook — “but God”! Lot’s is not the last word to 
Abram. God now appears in special vision for the 
third time. Lift up now thine eyes. What a differ- 
ence when God commands us to lift up our eyes! 
“Now,” after this renunciation, Abram was in a new 
sense separated unto God 

Verse 15.—All the land which thou seest. How 
striking that God’s promise of all the land should come 
when Abram had just given away the best of the land. 
Compare Genesis 14:22 to 15:1. To thy seed for 
ever. “Thy seed” is Christ (Gal. 3: 16), and all who 
are in Christ, Abraham’s heirs (Gal. 3:29). This 
Canaan land was but an earnest of the whole earth, 
for Abraham became heir of the world (Rom. 4: 13), 
and his seed is indeed to inherit the earth (Heb. 1:2). 
The promise is repeated to Abraham in 15:7 and in 
17:8, and renewed to Isaac (26:3) and to Jacob (28: 
13; 35:12). 

A Lesson Outline 

1. Return from Egypt—back to Canaan and to 
“the place of the altar” (13: 1-4). 

2. The Great Choice; and Lot’s choice leads from 
Abram to Sodom (13: 5-13). 

3. The Great Reward, and the Messianic promise 
(13: 14-18). 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 
Sodom and Gomorrah, and Lot’s Dividends. The 


* next chapters‘in Lot’s career, after his choice in Gene- 


sis 13, are vividly described in Genesis 14, 18, 109. 
Lot loses all, is rescued by his loyal uncle, yet returns 
to.Sodom. There he lives in daily vexation (2 Pet. 
2:8). His two daughters are betrothed to two men 
of Sodom. His wife is destroyed in the overthrow of 
the city. Lot, with his daughters, moves to Zoar, 


and then to a cave, and thus ends the personal story . 


Po Lot, an eternal symbol of one saved as through 
re. 


‘A Plan for Studying Abraham. (Gen. 11:27 to 25: 
11.) (1) Main events in his life- (2) God’s appear- 
ances and revelations. (3) Abraham’s historical place 
in God’s plan of redemption. (4) Abraham as a type 
of spiritual things to come. (5) Abraham’s own per- 
sonal character and relation to God. (6) Abraham 
as a personal example for Christians today. (7) Rela- 
tion of the Lord Jesus Christ to Abraham and his 
history. 

God’s Message on Money. In Genesis 13 we have 
the first definite mention of riches, and its vivid les- 
son on the relation between the unseen eternal things 
and the visible material riches is a key to the whole 
Bible message on money. Study some of the great 
passages on riches, including Psalm 39:6; Psalm 49: 
1-20; Proverbs 13:22; Ecclesiastes 2:26; Matthew 















































“Lesson. for April 24 


6: 19-33; Matthew 19: 16-30;- Mark 10: 23-31; Luke 
12: 13-34; ‘Luke: 16: 1-13; Luke 16: 19-31; 1 Timothy 
6:6-10; James 4:13 to 5:6.. Abram was very .rich, 
ibut he did not put his trust in riches. ‘Lot put mate- 
rial interests first, as practically all men of our day 
do. As a result he lost all that he set his heart upon, 
and missed the real spiritual blessing -of life (John 
I2: 25). 


Practical and Personal Applications 

Have you made the great choice? The central mes- 
sage is not the generosity. of Abram to Lot, but 
rather the life attitude that lay behind that generosity. 
Abram’s faith meant to look at the unseen eternal 
things, not at the temporal things, the things . that 
are seen. Abram walked by faith. Lot walked by 
sight. It is possible to take Christ as Saviour, -and 
yet walk according to the flesh in the matter of mate- 
rial things. Abram, like Paul, possessed all things, 
and so he could give up the apparent immediate advan- 
tage (2 Cor. 4: 18). 

Don’t quarrel! The Lord’s servant is not to strive 
but is to be gentle toward all, even when it means in 
honor giving place to one another (2 Tim. 2:24; I 
Tim. 3:3). 

Righteousness exalts a city! God is much con- 
cerned about the moral and spiritual condition of our 
cities. When legislators vote for such things as an 
open Sunday or legalized gambling on the plea that 
it will bring money to the city, they are making 
choices that Sodom made and heading their city on a 
sure path to destruction. 

Christians should put God first, not business. Are 
not the plans and choices of most men who bear the 
name Christian far more dependent on ‘business inter- 
ests than on what may be God’s will? 

If faith has faltered, let us get back to the place 
‘of the altar. Abram’s faith failed in Egypt. Through 
God’s grace his failure did not lead to disaster. Abram 
accepted the rebuke and repented. The way to repent 
and surrender is to go all the way back to the place 
where we left God. 

Christians are called to be generous. “The fruit of 
the Spirit is generosity,” for this is the. meaning of 
“goodness,” as frequently in the New Testament (Matt. 
20:15; Acts 11: 24). 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 

Lot had a keen eye for the things:that are seen, 
Abram a keen eye for the unseen eternal things; and 
God added-to Abraham all the temporal things a man 
could well - handle. 

When -Lot stood on Bethel. and lifted up his eyes 
he did not seé the cave near Zoar,- his dwelling place 
when ‘the -Bible. record leaves him (Gen. 19:.30). 

Four. thousand years have passed, and relatives are 
sull quarreling over property, — with few. Abrams to 
stop the strife. 

Follow. Abram’s Faith; shun Lot’s. “Sight.” 

Through business depression .God speaks to men 
and nations to warn »them against the fatal-folly of 
mammon. worship (Luke 12:15). 

Business is. one thing;~ religion’ and «morals. quite 
another: so thought: Lot, and innumerable followers 
of his since: ~ 

Abram and Lot are two of many witnesses to our 
Lord’s most repeated saying — saving life through los- 
ing and losing life through saving (Matt. 10:39; 16: 
25; Mark 8:35; Luke 9:24; 17: 33; John 12: 25). 

Christian women, and mothers, “Remember Lot’s 
wife!” She evidently did not urge her husband from 
Sodom and its society! 

Co_umstia, S. C. 

we 


Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low ' 





Marteriats: In a five gallon can, have a col-— 
lection of combustible things. A match. 











| HAVE everything here to start a fire:. paper, 
shavings, kindling, an old oil soaked rag; all things 
that will catch fire quickly. There, my fire should 
burn! Why doesn’t it burn? It needs a lighted match 
to start it. (Pick up the match.) 

Before I light it,-I wish you’d tell me- what ‘starts 
a quarrel. Somébody does something mean to you? 
That’s part of the fuel —I think it might be this old 
oily rag— but it* isn’t the match. Somebody says 
something unkind, maybe he lies about you. That’s 
some more fuel —I think that must be the shavings. 
Somebody steals something from you? That’s kindling, 
but what is the match? People can lie about you, steal 
from you, abuse you, but still that doesn’t make a 


quarrel. 

Shall I tell you what the match is? Selfish thoughts 
in your own heart.: Not one.thing anybody can..do 
to you can start a quarrel so long as you do as: Abran 
did, and-forget self. 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

’ the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 certs a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1. April 3.—God in Creation ............ Genesis 1:1 to 2:7 
2. April 1o.—How Sin Begins .......... Genesis 2:8 to 3:24 
3: April 17.—The Call of Abram ............ Genesis 12: 1-9 
4. April 24.—Abram’s Generosity to Lot ........ Genesis 13 
5. May 1.—Isaac and His Wells ............ Genesis 26 : 12-25 
6. May 8.—Esau Sells His Birthright (Temperance 

TNO SA 66 Ab 4 oo eqn nhi Cevesecveuerett ts Genesis 25 : 27-34 
7g. May 15.—Jacob at Bethel ................ Genesis 27 and 28 
8 May 22.—Jacob and Esau Reconciled ....Genesis 32 and 33 
9. May 29.—Joseph the Dreamer .............. Genesis 37 : I-11 
10. June 5.—Joseph the Worker ............ Genesis 39 to 4! 


11. June 12.—Judah the True Brother. Genesis 44: 18 to 4§ : 15 
1a June 19.—Jacob the Aged Father 

Genesis 46:1-7. 28-30; 47:7 
13. June 26.—Review: What We Have Learned from Genesis 








But just start thinking, “He lied about me; I can’t 
stand that.” “He took something that is mine; I 
must.get it back.” Then the tongue gets busy — and 
(light the match and apply to the shavings, etc.) the 
quarrel is started! 

Jesus Christ can take self out of your heart. Let 
Him be the Prince of Peace in your life. 

Mopesto, Cat. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The “Scrapper.”—Let there be no strife ... for 
we be brethren (v. 8). The very. poorest business in 
all the social world of men and women is that of 
“scrapping.” That is slang, but as you will see it 
is a good word for the state of mind and style of talk. 
In the iron and steel business we buy scrap because 
it is cheaper than pig iron. We throw this scrap into 
the furnaces, where it is “CONVERTED.” Out it 
comes as a high grade product. The men who go 
around the streets with a five-dollar horse and a two- 
dollar wagon crying, “Iron — old — iron — any — iron 
—today!” are called “junk dealers,” and no one ever 
boasts he came from a line of junk dealers. It is not 
a proud business. This is all to say a scrappy church 
is something for the religious junk collector and is 
of small use in the community until, like the broken 
machine and cracked and out-of-date stove, it goes 
into the furnace of the Great Refiner and is melted 
and purified into high grade metal — vessels meet for 
the Master’s use (2 Tim. 2:21). Nothing so richly 
demonstrates the utter foolishness of strife than the 
sorry: position of those who side with the quarrelers, 
when these belligerents kiss and make up and become 
friends, — “I found myself high and dry and felt like 
a fool,” as one woman said. She couldn’t be invited 
to the party of the woman whose part she had taken. 
Abram was one of the ablest of men. He knew a 
fracas in the barnyard sooner or later was likely to 
get up to the farmhouse, and Lot was one of the 
family. There is no bigger man in all history than 
Abram, this one decent man in a world of heathenism 
and: death. This is the man God took to make a great 
nation out of. And if you do not believe God did 
make a great nation you don’t know your history and 
cannot look around you up and down “Main Street’! 


“Take Your Pick.” —/f thou wilt take the left hand, 
then I will go to the right (v. 9). Here is a story 
I have always liked: Two friends went to lunch to- 
gether. They concluded to have fish. ‘Two soles, 
waiter,” was the order. When the fish came they 
were placed before one of the twain. One sole was 
large and the other smaller. The server put the small 
fish on the plate and handed it across the table to his 
friend. “Say, you’ve got the nerve!” exclaimed the 


man. “What’s the matter now?” “Handing me this 
little fish and keeping the big one for yourself.” “Well, 
how would you have done it differently?” “I’d have 


passed the big one to you.” “Well, I have it, haven't 
I,— what are you kickin’ about anyway?” While 
this is only persiflage, yet the disposal of the most 
desired morsel of this life is always an interesting 
and sometimes a perplexing problem. Abram seems 
to have known the divine way of solving such a prob- 
lem. Here it is in everyday English. “Take your 
pick” (1 Cor. 13:4, 5). The grabber rarely wins out 
in the long run. There are still “Sodoms” and 
“Gomorrahs.” Mr. Dennis Kelley, manager of The 
Fair, one of Chicago’s great stores, tells how Mar- 
shall Field, who owned a property on State Street 
near his own great store, instead of keeping it to 
prevent a competitor coming near by sold it to Mendel 
Brothers to the amazement of the whole business 
world of Chicago. When Marshall Field was asked 
why he did so surprising a thing he replied, “The 
Mendel boys are good high-grade merchants and some 
day will be a big concern. (When they come out on 
State. Street we together, even though in the same 
line of business, will make State Street, Chicago, the 
greatest shopping street in the world.” Further, says 
Mr. Kelley, “This generous action made millions for 
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Marshall Field.” “When I .go to Chicago’ J always 
visit these two fine stores standing there side by side, 
and I am forever finding myself in the one when I 
think I am in the other. Yes, indeed, boys, it pays 
to be generous from Abram’s day away back there 
to Marshall Field’s day away down here, 


The Easy Choice.—Then, Lot chose him all the 
plain of Jordan (v. 11). Lot was no “Timid Soul,” 
when it came to picking real estate. How beautiful 
those broad meadows looked with their olive orchards 
and lilies of the field, and the smiling cities of the 
plain. There is, something very fetching in the view 
of a great city. Have you seen the sky-reaching City 
of New York lately? And Jerusalem? And San 
Francisco, across the bay as the sun drops through 
the Golden Gate? The Cities of the Plain, undoubt- 
edly, were as attractive in that day, judging from the 
remains of contemporary art and architecture, as our 
cities with their ornate skyscraper towers in this day. 
Nephew Lot was certainly a good picker. Yes, indeed, 
Lot knew a good thing when he saw it. As for poor 
old easy Uncle Abram —oh, well, you know business 
is business, and if a feller don’t look out for himself 
who will, answer me, that? The story of the Lot 
family is familiar to all Bible readers — and to many 
who never read the Bible. “Remember Lot’s wife” 
(Luke 17:32). Sodom and Gomorrah and the pillar 
of salt are not so much “fables” since the discoveries 
at Nineveh and Ur and other places. In the settle- 
ment of America, Captain Smith and his associates 
chose the soft plains of the James River in Virginia. 
Some other English folks chose the hard coast of 
Massachusetts. There sits Boston in all its glory and 
beauty, but where is Jamestown? Lot takes to the 
easy plains. Abram takes to the hard and rugged 
hills. There sits Jerusalem all up ‘and down both sides 
of Main Street; while Sodom and Gomorrah are only 
warnings laid up in asphalt (Matt. 10:15; Jude 7; 2 
Pet. 2:6). All of us can write similar histories of 
the disaster of the easy choice. The great corporations 
want to engage the college men who have to work 
their way through. “Why?” I asked one of them. 
“Because they are the boys who have the abdominal 
investiture!” was the answer. The founder and builder 
of one of Coatesville’s principal steel plants had to 
borrow the money to get married with. He then went 
on and conquered the high places. The plain choosers 
of that day have gone and have left not even a chicken 
ceop. God raises his heroes in the hard places. 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa. ° 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff, — Mr. McQuilkin, Mrs. 
Askew, Mr. Smith, and an Associate Editor of the Times, 
Mr. Lane. Have you tried assigning some of the ques- 
tions to different members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers as given 
in the following issue? 
HAT was Lot’s exact relationship to Abram? 

2. What saying of our Lord, repeated in the four 
Gospels more than any other, is illustrated by the experi- 
ence of Abram and Lot? 

3. Can you mention five other great New Testament 
passages whose messages are illustrated by Abram and 
Lot! 


4. Did Abram sin in going down to Egypt on account 
of the famine? 

5. What common sin was at the basis of the strife 
between the herdsmen and Abram and of Lot? 


6. If you cannot find the word “selfishness” in the 
Bible, what word takes its place there? 


7. What did Jesus say about covetousness ? 

8. What sin, which is the common destroyer of peace, 
did Abram overcome in his proposal to Lot? 

9. What is the best word to describe Abram’s ireat- 
ment of Lot? 

10. Does the Bible blame Lot for his choice of the 
good land for his cattle? 

11. What great principle of righteous living is wrapped 
up with the story of Abram’s devotion to Lot? 

12. What other great scene and words of Abraham’s life 
are concerned with his love for Lot? 

13- What was the final result of Lot’s selfish choice? 

14. What was the particular sin of Sodom that brought 
upon them such punishment? 

15. What people were descended from Lot, and what 
notable person in our Lord’s own ancestry? 

16. How many times in all did God appear to. Abraham ? 

_17. What is the threefold message of this record which 
gives it a character different. from an uninspired ~ecord 
of the same sort of experiences? 


—_—_—— 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Spirit and the Word are all in all for spiritual 
life. Furnished with this power faith goes forward, 
strengthened by the encouraging Word of our God.— 
J. N. Darby, in the Keswick Calendar. 
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APriL 9, 1932 Lesso: 
The Illustration Round Table should make old Satan grin, for his best| “The Illustration Round Table” on this | have no uneasiness when others are prefer. towar¢ 
LL readers are invited to send illustra- friend se the peas hypocrite who capital- page.) , 7 ge eer ce ore: amen choice 
tions for this department; one dollar is| izes the vices of the wicked and lives on! ‘ Now God was watching Abram all the | '™, homer preferring one another. We ask before 
paid for each illustration’ accepted, and| the wages of sin. It will be interesting to | time, and God was so pleased with the | tS i the name of the Lord Jesus. Amen, ship 
two dollars for the , best one couk “ees. watch what happens to these new Baby- | way Abram acted that He spoke to him. After the Lesson.—A company of Abrarr 
wt gy Rg Be o- poe reoding prise lonians.”—From The Toledo Blade. Sent | You can imagine how happy that made | travelers on a Mediterranean cruise stop- they it 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of this| by J. A, Raiser, Bucyrus, Ohio. him! And God said, “Lift up now thine} ped at various seaports where all went which 
department. The full list of lessons sad we eyes, and look from the place where thou | ashore for sight-seeing. It was quite deepes: 
is sae ae ae Oa Se ee art northward, and southward, and east. | natural that there should be some eager- Can 
conditions means that good illustrations are . ward, and westward: for all the land| ness in picking out automobiles that ness wu 
constantly having to be rejected by oe ee For Primary Teachers which thou seest, to thee will I give it, | looked especially comfortable in the wait- forget: 
tors, which might otherwise be Bel ,! By Edith Goreham and. to thy seed for ever.” (Explain the | ing line of cars. One group of travelers thinkir 
_[iustrations meant reest ioe Sentay 3 ago! y verse simply.) This was the reward God decided that they would never try to be other’s 
dats oi the theese. AVE you ever looked through the | 8#v¢ Abram for being unselfish and for | first in getting seats for these wonderful own, | 
Preference will be given to illustrations on stores and imagined that you had | @ting in such a generous, unselfish, noble | drives, but would take what could be well al 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in| 4 rich uncle who had told you to buy | WY: He always will reward generous taken without any scramble. They tes- ments 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” whatever you liked? Our lesson today | tions, boys and girls! Let us remem- | tified that they had the most delightful tion, t 
Illustrations on other verses than the} i. shout a man who had a rich uncle ber in all our actions that God is looking arrangements on these drives, simply by in one 
Golden Text are specially desired, though who was such a nice man, too; his name down in love upon us. “Thou God seest | taking things quietly, and not trying to the tin 
some on the Golden Text are also needed. was Abram. His nephew's mame was| me.” an my everyday Bible I have writ- ect — - es, else. They very shaker 
, me Baten. ry . th lived together, and| ten these words, “Remember that every | Often found that their accommodations rough 
ina hy = ee ha sa Aces a Bg s Lot that Lot be- | Soldier of the Cross [that means every ver far better than if they had tried to loving 
G :8). A man bought a farm, and| came rich, too. He had flocks of sheep saved boy and girl] has what a soldier | be first. How easy it is for us to want Is n 
( a. a h t his nearest neighbor. | and herds of cattle and tents and a num- covets most, the eye of his General upon | to pick out the best in sight for ourselves, ask? 
ms hag ved ght this lace?” asked the | ber of servants just like his good uncle, him while he fights.” But while God sees | when God has some far better blessing ship? 
ane ha ih = & abi bought | Abram. But a sad thing happened. The and rewards our generous, unselfish ac- | held in reserve for us if we will only fol- other « 


a lawsuit.” “Hew is that?” “Well, sir, 
1 claim your fence line is ten feet on my 
side, and I am going to take the matter 
to the court and prove it.” The new- 
comer said, “Oh! don’t do that. If the 
fence is on your side of the line we will 


servants of Abram and the servants of 
Lot quarreled which was such a horrid 
thing to do. (Stress here the hatefulness 
of quarreling.) Then Abram and Lot 
had a talk about it. See how splendidly 
Abram acted, he simply refused to quar- 


tions, he also sees our selfish ones and 
they always bring their own punishment. 
(Sketch briefly the story of how Lot had 
to flee out of Sodom and lost everything, 
barely saving his life.) 


Expression Work 


low his plan of putting others first! It 
is always safe to work on the great prin- 
ciples that are laid down in God’s Word. 
His ways are better than our ways. 
Nothing is gained rightly if. gained by 
brushing others aside in a grand scram- 





we | te 7 ble for what-we think is the best. L sore 
just take it up and move it back.” “Do rel, and he said, “Let a be ah ten Have the children hold out their hands | us pray. ‘ * 

you mean it?” “Of course I do, was): +s between me and thee. (Repeat | with the thumbs tucked out of sight, 

the answer. “Well,” said the man, that | verses 8 to 10.) : .,| twice repeating the words, “Thou God PBA 
fence stays just where it is.’—From the I once read a story of a little girl 


Christian Herald. Sent by M. H, James, 
Toronto, Ont. Prize ilustration, 


whose mother offered her two apples ; one 
was a very large one and the other was 


seest me”—one word for each finger, 
Then tell them to show their thumbs. 
The right thumb is to remind them to 


PUTTING CTEESS FIRST 











small. “Now, dear,’ her mother said, “ re 4‘. 
Nursing Not the Cure.—Let there be| “you take one and leave your brother Pry quia y? SS d ye Fico a MY PLAN? 
no strife, I pray thee, between me and | one.” The little girl took the larger on€| cee, “\R” 0 a 
thee (v. 8). A man who suffered from} and left the small one for her brother. N ’ E we y =/ 
a grievance, and who could talk of little} That is how Lot acted, instead of say- ORWICH, ENG. SS 


else, was one day having a chat with a 
doctor. “I suppose your experience tells 
you it is possible to cure almost any- 
thing by careful nursing?” he asked. The 
doctor, who had a keen sense of humor, 
looked quietly at his questioner. “One 


ing, “Oh, Uncle Abram, you have been 
so good and kind to me, you must choose 
first and I will take what is left.” No, 
Lot just went and picked out all the best 
land for himself, selfishly leaving Abram 
what he didn’t want. Then they parted. 


ve 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


Lesson Hymns 


“Have Thine Own Way, Lord.” 
“My Jesus, I Love Thee.” 
“Jesus, I Come.”’ 

“By Love Serve One Another.” 


“ ” tae 
" wet : i 1 A Prayer Before the Lesson—Our Father, “Somebody. 

thing can never be cured by ——— he But kind and good Abram said nothing, | we thank thee that thou dost poten fo by Just a Little Help from You.” ile 

said emphatically. “What might that be?” | but let his selfish nephew have the best | many examples the precious lessons of for- 


“A grievance,” said the doctor, with a 
laugh—From the Christian Herald. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. 


A Sensible Little Peacemaker.—No 
strife (v. 8). Two boys and the little 
sister, of a friend of mine, went into the 
kitchen to get a glass of milk, but there 
was only enough for one glass, and the 
boys each insisted on having it. The lit- 
tle sister said, “What’s the use of quar- 
reling over that milk, there is a whole 
cow full out in the barn.”—Sent by Abbie 
C. Morrow Brown, Los Angeles. 


His Little Girl’s Startling Question.— 
Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan (v. 
11). A little girl asked her father, “Do 
you ever pray?” He asked her, “Is it 
your mother or your aunt who has put 
you up to this?” “No, Father,” said the 
child, “the preacher said that all good 
men pray.” He answered, “Well, you 
and your mother and your aunt can go 
your way, and I will go mine.” “Father,” 
said the little thing with simplicity, 
“which way are you going?” It flashed 
upon him that he had chosen the way of 
death. He began to pray for mercy. 
Which way are you going?—From Light 
and Life Evangel. Sent by Mrs. B. 
Dowen, Surbiton, Surrey, Eng. 


Sodom Up to Daté.—But the men of 
Sodom were wicked and sinners before 
the Lord exceedingly (v. 13). Speaking 
of Nevada one reads in Capper’s Weekly 
that: ‘Nevada lets down the bars on 
gambling — makes it legal. -And ‘society’ 
puts on its dinner coat and sleeveless 
gown and makes the event a holiday with 
the sky the limit. Reno’s mayor would 
place a barrel of corn whisky on every 
corner with a dipper attached. What sort 
of Americans live in Nevada? The same 
Nevada legislature also reduced the time 
of.residence necessary to obtain a divorce 
in that state to six weeks. Why not make 
it lawful to marry one day-and be divorced 
the next, and legalize prostitution? This 
Tia Juana of states protests against at- 
tacks upon it for inviting gamblers and 
divorce seekers. It points out it has more 
church-going people per capita than any 
of its fellow members of the Union. That 








land rather than quarrel. (Stress here 
to the children what an ugly thing self- 
ishness is.) 

Now, children, I want to tell you about 
a man who was good and unselfish like 
Abram. (Here the teacher should give 
the fine illustration, “Disappointing the 
Prosecution,” which is the first one in 
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bearance and unselfishness. Help us to re- 
alize the joy of putting others first. May 
we not follow the world’s way in seeking the 
chief seats for ourselves, and the choicest 
privileges even to the shutting out of others. 
May we realize that in yielding place and 
privilege to others we are entering into the 
blessed fulfillment of thy promises to the 
humble and self-denying. Grant that we may. 








PUT THE FIRE OUT BEFORE THE BARN BURNS. 


_ Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Some Great Questions Answered in 
Genesis: 

No. 4. What is true friendship? 

(1) Is it admiration? fancy? congeni- 
ality? trust? kindness? 

(2) Does unselfishness underlie all other 
qualities in it? 


ee OU and your daughter are such 

good friends,” said a young girl, 
lately, to a much older friend, adding, 
“I have seen mother and daughter good 
pals —just like two girls, having gay 
times together; and I have seen daugh- 
ters respect their mothers and even ad- 
mire them; but somehow you and your 
daughter are real friends. She asks your 
advice on all sorts of questions, some just 
as one girl usually asks another girl her 
Own age; some when she knows you will 
differ from her. She respects you thor- 
oughly and looks up to you, yet you en- 
joy each other so much!” 

Do you know how your girls feel 
toward their own mothers? Is there such 
true friendship there as there- ought to 
be, and may be? Do they know what 
true friendship is? That great question 
is illustrated —and thereby answered — 
in the story from Genesis we study this 
week, and in this case it was a true 
friendship between father and son—as 
this “adopted” nephew and his uncle vir- 
tually were. And for that very reason 
this can be made a most helpful lesson 
to your girls among whom family ties 
are taken very lightly, if they are like 
the average young persons of today. 

Begin by asking them for their own 
ideas of what friendship really consists 
—what are its elements? Those other 
girls whom they “just adore,” or are 
“crazy about” — those older women upon 
whom they may be either secretly or 
openly lavishing a “crush” (horrid 
word! but one often used by them) — are 
these friendships, in their estimation? 

Offer this old stery of Abram’s action 
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Lesson for April 24 


toward Lot, in offering him free and first 
choice in the division of the pasture lands 
before them, as an example of real friend- 
ship. Tell it as keenly as you can: quote 
Abram’s very words, making plain what 
they involved, the largeness of the issue 
which made this a test indeed of the 
deepest feeling toward one another. 

Can your girls not see that unselfish- 
ness underlies all deep friendship? That 
forgetfulness of self which results in 
thinking first of the other, caring for the 
other’s interest above and before one’s 
own, rejoicing in seeing the other fare 
well above one’s self —these are the ele- 
ments that underlie all fancy and admira- 
tion, that will hold good when pleasure 
in one another’s company may pall for 
the time being, when even trust may be 
shaken and kindness must wear a rather 
rough exterior to bring about its own 
loving purpose. 

Is not this just love, your girls may 
ask? Is not love the root of true friend- 
ship? Yes, if it is indeed love for that 
other one, which forgets itself in seeking 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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first the other’s happiness and good. Love 
may be, often is, very selfish, claiming 
its object for the delight given to self 
thereby. Such love mars and eventually 
breaks up true friendship. Such was not 
Abram’s love for Lot which held their 
friendship together at great cost to 
Abram. 

And such may be your girls’ friend- 
ships with their own mothers, fathers, 
as well as with other girls, or companions. 
By such a test they may prove the friend- 
ships offered them and know that any love 
not so rooted in true unselfishness will 
not stand the tests of life — that no other 
love is “true love.” 


Home Study 


Now read the other chapters in the | 
story of this great friendship, Genesis, | 


chapters 14 and 18, with 19: 29, showing 
you how far Abram’s love for this “son” 
took him in self-forgetfulness and service, 
and how at last it “saved” Lot from death. 
Decatur, Ga. 
ye 


Can Your Class 
Find the Answers? 


HE answers to the following ques- 

tions will be found in the issue of 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH containing this les- 
son. The answers are not numbered and 
listed like the questions, but are all in- 
cluded in one part or another of the 
interesting lesson material in the current 
issue of CuHrIsTIAN YoutH, which is 
the weekly paper for teen age young 
people published by The Sunday School 
Times Company. Classes are discovering 
the interest and practical value of home- 
work on the lesson, by having a copy of 
CHRISTIAN YoutH in the hands of every 
member of the class, while the teacher 
uses both that paper and THe SuNDAY 
ScHovuLt TIMEs. 

If your class is not yet taking the 
paper, you can try it for ten weeks for 
ten cents a pupil, if your subscription 
covers five or more copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 

1. What disobedience on Abram’s part 
accounted for Lot’s presence with him? 

2. What caused the dispute between the 
herdsmen of Lot and Abram? 


3. What would have been the noble and 
right thing for Lot to have done when 
the trouble arose? 

4. What rights had Abram to first 
choice in pasture lands? 

5. How did Lot’s choice reveal his real 
nature? 

6. What did Lot gain,—and lose, — 
by his choice? 


7. What did Abram lose by his gen- 
erous offer? What did he gain? 
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Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Room a-plenty. 
Discussion: Let the fellows cite in- 

stances within their observation or knowl- 

edge, where selfishness and greed have 
resulted disastrously for those who ex- 
ercised such traits. 

Objective: Be “a great soul.” 














AY, fellows,-Magnanimity will always 
have elbow room—and more. It is 
because Magnanimity lives and moves in 
the upper spaces of thought and action 
where there is room a-plenty. The word 
magnanimous: comes from two Latin 
words: magnus — great; and ammus — 
soul. It takes-a great soul to be mag- 
nanimous. Abram is called in Scripture 
“the Friend of God” (Jas. 2:23). Only 
a great soul could acquire a title like that. 
The incident in our lesson today fur- 
nishes a fine example of the’-magnanimous 
act of a great:soul. Setting forth upon 
his unique adventure in. answer to the 
call of God, Abram had taken Lot, his 
nephew, with him. Abram had no son; 





Dr. Don O. Shelton one of 

the eminent speakers who 

will address us during the 
cruise. 
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BERMUDA 


T ch: is the short cruise you and hundreds of other 

L thtades people have asked for many times. It pro- 
vides your kind of good time—a glorious cruise to Ber- 
muda on a famous transatlantic liner—a cruise without 
exotic entertainment— without jazz—a cruise of good 
fellowship, yet not a “study cruise ’’ where exacting. de- 
mands will be made upon your time. From the hour we 
sail from New York on June 6th until we return on June 
1oth there will be an abundance of entertainment both on 
deck and indoors. Eminent speakers will be present to 
make addresses for two short half-hour periods each day. 
The Gloria Trumpeters will inspire you with the music 
which has made them famous. Jesse Phillips-Robertson 
will lead the community singing. Yet withal, there will be 
ample time and space for those who seek rest and solitude. 


Our ship, the ‘‘new’”’ Lapland, recently has been re- 
decorated and redesigned to make her ideal for cruising. 
The rooms are much larger than on ordinary ships; and 
all are equipped with hot and cold running water and real 
beds—not berths. Her decks are broad. An outdoor swim- 
ming pool provides ocean bathing. While in Bermuda we 
will have ample time for sightseeing and sports. 


The cost, too, will delight you. Splendid rooms are 
priced as low as. $48. More than half the cruise member- 
or are available at $60 or less. 
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Lot’s father was. dead; it was an ar- 
rangement agreeable to both. In the 
strange new country to which they jour- 
neyed, if Abram still had no son, Lot 
would become his heir. It was the deep 
concern of every Oriental that his name 
and estate should be handed down at death 
to a natural heir. Lot was doubtless 
glad to join the expedition with his rich 
uncle, under such circumstances. He had 
a family and servants and goods and cat- 
tle of his own, and wherever they jour- 
neyed, his kindly uncle Abram allowed 
ample provision for the safety and main- 
tenance of Lot’s household, servants, 
goods, and flocks, as an independent 
group. 

When they reached the land to which 
they journeyed they began to settle down 
and spread out. The matter of pastur- 
age and water for their respective flocks 
and herds, now increasing fast, was a 
vital one, and this was intensified by the 
fact that “the Canaanite and the Perizzite 
dwelled then in the land.” It is not sur- 
prising that the herdsmen of Lot and the 
herdsmen of Abram began getting in each 
other’s way, and there were uncomfortable 
rivalries as to who should pasture here, 
or water their sheep there. The herds- 
men got to fighting among each other 
and the situation became acute. I can 
imagine the herdsmen of Abram were 
overbearing, being the servants of the 
“big boss,” while Lot’s herdsmen were 
self-assertive and claiming; of course, 
equal rights. And I can see Lot coming 
to his uncle with bitter complaint. 

Here it was, then, that Abram, great 
soul that he was, rose to the full height 
of a man. He could have rightfully 
claitned first place, and put his nephew 
at “the second table.” But he didn’t. 








Instead, he said to Lot, in effect: “We 
have grown too great for the land to 
support us together; therefore we will 
have to separate; but you shall have first 
choice. Look now over the land and 
choose what part you will take. If you 
go to the right hand, I will take the 
left; if you prefer the left hand, I will 
take the right. But in no case must there 
be any quarrel between you and me, for 
we are brothers.” So Lot made his choice, 
and he did not fail to take what he con- 
sidered was the best; Abram took what 
was left. 

It is interesting, fellows, to see how 
it worked out. From that point, Lot went 
downward and Abram progressed upward. 
Read the story for yourselves in the re- 
mainder of this chapter (13th) and the 
14th, 18th, and 19th chapters of Genesis. 

One of the big truths to be gleaned 
here is the roominess enjoyed by noble 
action. You may depend fipon it that 
when “a fellow’s style is cramped” it is 
because his impulses are mean and down- 
ward, Selfishness, spite, resentment, and 
revenge let us down to the lower levels 
where it is crowded. Human nature in 
great masses dwells there, and it jostles 
and pushes and shoves. The going is far 
from comfortable; it is the place of un- 
happy, disagreeable, defeated lives. “Every 
fellow for himself, and the Devil take 
the hindmost.” And the Devil gleefully 
dances all along the line. 

But, above, on the upper level there is 
plenty of room, lots of good fresh air, 
wholesome sunshine, and a clean con- 
science, That makes for prosperity. So 
it was with Abram. Though he accepted 
as his portion the hills which were not 
so rich in pasturage as the plains watered 
by the Jordan; and though he had yet 
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the Canaanites and the Perizzites to con- 
tend with; yet he prospered. God pros- 
pered him and honored him, and from 
that time his place in the world and in 
history and in the great plans of God 
was secure. 

Mr. Ford is quoted as recently saying 
that never before in the world’s history 
has there been so much room at the top 
for those who are willing to address them- 
selves in a big way to the real business 
of life. He might have added that never 
before in the world’s history has it been 
so crowded at the bottom, where there 
is going on a life-and-death struggle for 
bare existence, Ralph Parlette asks the 
question: “Are you shaking up, or rat- 
tling down?” And he shows by little 
and big beans in a jar, how with the 
shaking of the jar, the big ones work to 
the top while the little ones rattle to 
the bottom and remain there. 

This is but a faint illustration of what 
happens in the spiritual realm where the 
vastly more important and the immortal 
issues of life are determined. Under the 
same circumstances and conditions, the 
big soul will rise and breathe its native 
rarified atmosphere, while the little soul 
rattles to the low levels. 

Dr. Maltbie Babcock says our business 
in life is not to get ahead of other people, 
but to get ahead of ourselves —to break 
our own record; to outstrip our yester- 
day by today; to bear our trials more 
bravely than we ever dreamed we could; 
to whip the tempter, inside and out, as 
we never whipped him before; to give as 
we never have given; to do our work 
with more force and finer finish than ever. 
This is the true idea, he says; to get 
ahead of ourselves. Whether we win or 
not, we are playing better than we ever 
did before, and that’s the point after all 
—to play a better game of life. 

Fellows, let’s get up there where it’s 
roomy. 


GreENsBORO, N. C. 


w 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson for April 17) 


1. Genesis 3:15, concerning the seed of 
the woman, and Genesis 22: 18, “In thy seed 
shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.” 

esis 12:3 is a Messianic promise say- 
ing that in Abraham shall all the families 
of the earth be blessed, but not using the 
words, “in thy seed.” 


2. Evidently the world was entirely given 
over to idolatry both in Ur of the Chaldees 
and elsewhere. At the same time the original 
revelation handed down from Noah was 
known in all lands. Noah died just a few 
years before Abram was born, and Shem 
lived until Abraham was about one hundred 
and fifty years old. 


3. We seem to get a glimpse of the moral 
standards from the agreement made between 
Abram and his wife, that she should say that 
she was his sister in order to save the life 
of Abram. It would appear that neither of 
them put a high price upon the honor of 
Sarah, indicating the low moral standards 
which inevitably would go with universal 
idolatry. 


4. God called Abram when he was in Ur 
of the Chaldees, and the call was to go to 
Canaan. Abram did not go to Canaan_but 
to Haran, and since he left there on his 
father’s death, it would appear that his father 
kept him from immediate and full obedience. 
The second time, he started for Canaan and 
“into the land of Canaan they came” (Acts 
7: 2-4; Gen. 12:5). : 

5. Abram was to leave his country, his 
kindred, his father’s house. God promised 
to make of him a great nation, to bless him, 
to make his name great, to bless all families 
of the earth through him. 


6. The land of Canaan, the Promised 
Land, the land of the altar (Gen. 12: 7, 8). 


7. Since Abraham lived to be one hun- 
dred and seventy-five years old (Gen. 25: 7) 
and he was only seventy-five years old when 
he began his life journey, he might surely 
be called a young man at that time, as one 
would be young at twenty who lived to be 
fifty, or thirty who lived to be seventy. 

8. Jehovah-jireh (the Lord will provide). 
See Genesis 22: 14. 

9. His name and life are prominent in 
the two great chapters of review of Hebrew 
history, — Acts-7. and Hebrews. 11, — be- 
sides being Paul’s chosen illustration of the 
righteousness of faith in Romans 4. 


10. Only Moses is so often spoken of, or 
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Lesson for April 24 


as Abraham, in the Scriptures, among all 
the men therein recorded. 

11. Abraham is called “the friend of God” 
(Jas. 2: 23) and “Abraham thy friend” (re- 
ferring to God) and best of all “Abraham 
my friend” (Isa, 41:8). 

12. God deals with the individual and 
works through the individual to the masses ; 
not upon the masses and so down to the in- 
dividual. 

13. Individuals,—as note: Abraham, 
Moses, Jesus Christ, Paul. (Christ, of course, 
greatest of ail. 

14. First, of course, the clear call of 
God to do a thing that involves a hazard; 
also efforts for the cause of humanity, re- 
sults of which promise to exceed the loss 
involved. 

15. The call of the missionary to leave 
home and kindred for the foreign field or a 
distant home mission field. 





[ Children at Home 





Azalea 
By Stella M. Rudy 


N THE hillside beyond the narrow 
valley was a. rude little hut. The 
walls were built of split bamboo and 
the roof was thatched with bamboo leaves. 
But the little hut, rude as it was, af- 
forded shelter from the fierce rays of 
the sun for Mr. and Mrs. Yeung, and 
their tiny baby girl. The thatched roof 
kept the rain from falling through on 
their bed of rough boards stretched across 
trestles, The Yeungs were very poor. 
Day after day they had worked in 
the fields while the sun shone fiercely 
upon them. Mr. Yeung stopped often to 
shake the perspiration from his brow, or 
wipe his face with the sleeve of his 
coarse blue coat. Mrs. Yeung sighed 
and said, “Great heat! Truly great 
heat!” She gently shook the restless 
infant which was fastened to her back, 
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her hoe. Day after day Mr. and Mrs, 
Yeung had worked in the fields. They 
had plowed and tilled and sowed the field 
and had worked hard on the pedals of 
the water wheel. They had toiled hard and 
their backs had ached from the strain 
of the long days spent in the fields and 
they were looking forward to the joy of 
reaping. 

Soon after the seed corn had been 
planted, the little babe now strapped to 
Mrs. Yeung’s back, had come to share 
their miserable little mountain hut with 
them. It was just at the time of the 
year when the hillsides were ablaze with 
brilliant red azaleas. Jasmine, wild rose, 
and other flowers scented the air with 
their fragrance, but were lost sight of 
because of the beautiful azaleas that 
seemed to set the hillside on fire. 

Of course the poor little baby had not 
been welcome. She was only a girl. She 
was not even worth naming, and days 
went by before the little stranger received 
a name. Mr. Yeung disliked the baby 
from the beginning, and had it not been 
for the loneliness of their miserable ex- 
istence, the little one would have met a 
cruel fate. But one day while Mrs. Yeung 
was out toiling in the field, she laid the 
tiny little baby down on a bed of leaves. 
She stood for a moment looking at the 
brilliant hillsides, and then at the infant. 
“Azalea! Azalea!” she said softly. “The 
little one is Azalea!” From then on the 
child was called Azalea. 

Mr. Yeung paid little attention to 
Azalea, as Mrs. Yeung insisted on calling 
the baby. How proud he would have been 
had she been a boy —a real person. He 
was disappointed every time he looked 
at the. child, and looked forward to the 
time when he would have a son to grace 
their littie hut. As the little one grew, 
however, her features, became more and 
more beautiful. In fact she was growing 
into a graceful and dainty little girl in 
spite of her humble birth. Even her father 
saw that she had unusual grace and charm 
for so small a child. He often looked 
at the coarse, brown, wrinkled features 


Azalea got her beauty, “We ought to 
get a good price when our thousand-gold- 
piece goes out of the gate,” he told Mrs. 
Yeung. (“Thousand-gold-piece” is the 
name that girls are often called. And to 
“go out of the gate” means to marry.) 

Mrs. Yeung sighed. She couldn't bear 
to think of the time when she would 
have to part with the lovely child. 
Each day Azalea grew more beautiful, 
more graceful, and more attractive. Yet 
in that obscure mountain hillside, she 
was as little noticed as the flowers, 
whose name she bore. Her skin was 
unusually fair for a Chinese girl. Her 
hair was a deep blue black, smooth and 
glossy. Her forehead was as smooth 
as marble; her eyes bright, black, and 
sparkling. Even her hands were soft and 
shapely. Azalea’s mother protected the 
hands of the child and would not let her 
work in the fields. “Surely the fairy-like 
child belongs to another world,” she often 
thought, although she did not dare to 
whisper this even to her husband, lest the 
smallpox God take revenge and mar the 
beauty of the child’s face. When she 
looked at the dull stupid face of Azalea’s 
father, she was more mystified than ever. 
“The gods have been good to us, even 
though our firstborn is not a son,” she 
often said. 

When Azalea was ten years old, her 
father began making plans for her mar- 
riage. “She ought to bring a hundred 
dollars, surely,” he told the middleman, 
whom he had seen in the market. One 
day not long after that a stranger ap- 
peared from a distant city. He came to 
bargain for this beautiful piece of deli- 
cate china. Fair, delicately modeled, 
lovely of form and graceful of movement, 
the beautiful girl seemed without fault 
in the stranger’s eyes. In his heart he 
knew the child was worth ten times the 
price of the sum Mr. Yeung asked. 

“A hundred dollars!” he exclaimed. 
“That’s too much! I'll give you eighty 
for her—eighty dollars cash!” 

Mr. and Mrs. Yeung talked it over. 
Eighty dollars to them was a big sum 








and crooned a lullaby to the rhythm of 
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of Mrs. Yeung and wondered where little 
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of money. They could buy a pig, per- 
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haps some new clothes for themselves, 
as well as a trousseau for Azalea. They 
agreed to sell their beautiful piece of 
china, for that was all she was to them, 
The bargain was made, and on the sev- 
enteenth of the Ninth Moon, Azalea was 
to leave her home. 

How quickly the days passed! Beau- 
tiful clothes and shoes were made for 
her of the coarsest materials, such as 
the village people wore. There was one 
pink dress with big red and white flowers, 
of which Azalea was very proud. There 
were other more ordinary dresses made 
of coarse blue cloth. Her mother had 
embroidered several pairs of shoes and 
headbands, and had spent days making 
the tunics and trousers. Azalea touched 
them all softly. She had never had so 
many nor such beautiful clothes before, 
How thrilled she was! 

And then at last the day came when 
Mr. Yeung was to take Azalea to the 
big city. Her mother, with tears stream- 
ing down her face, patted the smooth 
black hair and highly rouged cheeks with 
her coarse brown hands and said good-by. 
Azalea, with cries that were pitifully real, 
bade her honorable mother farewell. The 
thrill of going to the Big City was lost 
in the sorrow of leaving her mother and 
the little old hut. 

“Hurry!” called her father impatiently. 

With one long last look Azalea climbed 
into the waiting sedan chair, pulled the 
curtains down all around her, and sob- 
bed as though her heart would break. 

Where were the wedding musicians, 
the feast, and all the other gay thrills, of 
a Chinese wedding? The sad truth was 
soon known. Azalea was not going to be 
married. She was sold to be a slave! 

The coarse garments were quickly ex- 
changed for those of the finest silk and 
satin. The crude hair ornaments and 
cheap jewelry were discarded for more 
costly ones. Azalea was one of a number 
of other girls who were valued only for 
the gain they brought their owners. She 
was one of the little singing girls on one 
of the big boats of the Yangtse River. 

“If I could only find mother,” she 
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cried, as she wept in secret, and in her 
little heart she decided to escape if pos- 
sible. 

One day, early in the morning, Azalea 
started out, determined to find her mother. 
She covered many weary miles and then 


took passage on a little boat that went 
up the Yangtse. Azalea had no money 
for her fare, but she begged so piteously 
to be taken on board that the boat-woman 
finally consented to give her passage in 
exchange for her bracelets. here was 
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only one other passenger on board, a 
kind-faced woman who watched the beau- 
tiful girl with interest and wondered 
where she was going. It was not long 
before they became friends, and Azalea 
opened her heart and told the woman her 
story. 

“Precious lamb!” said the woman. 
“The Good Shepherd will care for you. 
Come with me and I will take you to 
a place of safety and help you find your 
mother.” The woman was a Christian. 

Azalea went with Mrs. Cheung, and 
was soon surrounded by lovely Christian 
girls in a Mission school. She was hap- 
pier there than she had been in the rich 
home, but her heart ever longed for her 
mother and the dear old hut in the moun- 
tain. As Azalea learned of the Lord 
Jesus she longed for her poor ignorant 
mother to find him, too. She longed 
for her father to hear the Gospel so that 
he would not sell her two smaller sis- 
ters. 

One day the Bible woman told Azalea 
that they were going to make a trip 
through the hill country. Her village lay 
on the very path they had to take. Would 
she care to go along? Azalea’s heart 
leaped for joy. Would she? Yes, indeed! 
She was eager to tell her mother that 
the Christians had paid the price for her 
freedom, and that God had led her to 
this beautiful place where she learned 
about the Saviour who had died -to set 
her free. 

The chairs started early in the morn- 
ing. It was springtime and the fields 
were already cleared of everything but 
stubble. The hills were covered with wild 
rose, sweet-scented jasmine, and feathery 
ferns. Gay butterflies were beginning 
to hover over the flowers and flashed 
here and there in the sunlight. Azalea 
saw none of these charms of nature. 
There was only one attraction for her. 
Scattered all over the hillside and mak- 
ing it almost ablaze with color and splen- 
dor were the brilliant red azaleas every- 
where. In the midst of this glorious scene 
was a little brown bamboo hut — home 
and mother! 

Voices brought Mrs. Yeung to the door. 
Before the chair touched the ground as 
the coolies lowered it, out juimped a 
beautiful fairy — “Azalea!” cried Mrs. 
Yeung. “My own little flower of spring- 
time.” - 

“Mother!” laughed the child throwing 
her arms around the brown wrinkled neck 
of her dear old mother. “We shall never 
be parted again! Never!” 

When Mrs. Yeung listened to the old, 
old story for the -first. time and realized 
that it was God who had brought back 
her precious thild, she threw away her 
gods, and on the mud floor of the little 
hut bowed down before her Saviour, the 
Lord Jesus. 


Dayton, OHIO. 
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For Family Worship 


By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





neriaicaeal 


Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


(Dr. Banks’ address is 423 Bessemer Build- 

ing, Pittsburgh, Pa.) 

April 18 to 24 
Mon.—Genesis 13 : 5-13. Abram’s Generosity. 
Lot should have been left in Ur at the 
beginning (12:1c). He is a striking 
contrast to Abram who walked by faith, 
while Lot walked by sight. Lot’s vision 
for bargains seemts to have been enhanced 
by his experience in Egypt. The Sodom 
country reminded him of Egypt (13: 10). 
In “Gleanings in Genesis” (“Our Hope,” 
456 Fourth Avenue, New York, $1.50), 











Arthur W. Pink comments thus: “Abram 
was the father of all who believe; Lot 
was the father of those whose name is 
a perpetual infamy. Abram was made 
| heir of the world (Rom. 4:3), while the 
; curtain falls on Lot with all his posses- 
| sions destroyed in Sodom, and_ himself 
' dwelling in a cave (Gen. 19: 30).” May 
God help us to choose in the crises of 
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Prayer Succestions: Pray for “World 
Dominion” and the Movement which it 
represents; for its remarkabie luteiligence 
Department, regularly surveyuig the giobe 
to provide information for a wise distri- 
bution of missionary forces, having in 
the past nine years surveyed 16,966,680 
square miles of the earth’s surface; for 
tts urge to widespread evangelism; for 
its literature (New York Office, 113 Ful- 
ton Street). 

The Prayer Suggestions for this week 
and next are taken from the World Do- 
minion Prayer Bulletin, free, but sup- 
ported by free-will offerings. 


Tues.—Genesis 13: 14-18. Abram’s Portion. 


Lot does not seem to have more than 
cleared out, before the Lord—and in 
this theophany it is “the Second Person 
of the Trinity’ — comes and talks to the 
man of faith, and promises to make his 
seed, the Jewish people, as the sand of 
the seashore for numbers. There are only 
17,000,000 of them now, but in the mil- 
lennium the promise will be literally ful- 
filled. Here is the title deed to Palestine, 
too. Balfour Declarations may not be 
able to deliver the goods because of Arab 
riots at the Wailing Wall and elsewhere, 
but keep your mind on this promise of 
God. Lot’s place on the Board of Alder- 
men at Sodom was. not to be compared 
with Abram’s: living at Mamre, that is 
“Communion” (vy. 18). 


PraYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray for China, 
the prey of floods, war, banditry, Com- 
munism, and opium. A vast lake has 
been formed between Hankow and Ching 
Kiang, 500 miles, submerging the homes 
of 50,000,000 people; for God's blessing 
to follow the sale of 4,694,000. Gospels 
and Bibles by Chinese colporteurs last 
year. 


Wed.—Genesis 14: 5-16. Abram Rescues Lot. 


It is the separated man who has power 
to help. The Higher Criticism. denied the 
truth of this story of the battle of the 
four kings against the five, until the 
University of Pennsylvania archeological 
expedition dug up tablets which gave the 
names of the four kings. Then the critics 
“readjusted.” The sad thing about this 
‘incident is that rescued Lot moved back 
into Sodom! 


Prayer Succestions:~ Pray for the 
work of the Presbyterian, Danish, Luth- 
eran, Baptist, and Methodist Missions in 
Manchuria among the 200,000 Japanese 
arid 1,000,000 Koreans. Communism is 
winning many young Koreans in the 
North, 


Thurs.—1 Samuel 20 : 35-42. 
David and Jonathan. 
“It was hard for Jonathan to believe in 
the victory which was to displace his own 
house, harder still to rejoice in it, with- 
out one trace of bitterness mingling in 
the sweetness of his love; but all these 
difficulties his unselfish heart overcame, 
and he stands for all time as the noblest 
example of human friendship, and as not 
unworthy to remind us, as from afar off 
and dimly, of the perfect love of the first- 
born Son of the true King, who has loved 
us all with a yet deeper, more patient, 
more self-sacrificing love.’—Alerander 
Maclaren. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Church Missionary Society facing a great 
missionary opportunity in Hokkaido Di- 
ocese in Japan; for the 500,000 homes in 
50 villages recently visited by the Japan 
Evangelistic ‘Band; for the 48,00 Jap- 
anese girls in licensed immoral servitude. 
Fri—Romans 12:9-21. Serving Others. 

Christian doctrine, which Paul so fully. 
unfolds in the earlier parts of this letter, 
issues in the injuriction to Christian prac- 
tice in this latter part of the letter. If 
we do not do: these things we have but a 
dead orthodoxy. Abraham surely prac- 
ticed the teaching of verse 18. The late 
George C. K. Sample, long a Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad freight engineer, was a 
diamond in the rough, and handled the 
King’s English very carelessly, but Mr. 
James H. McConkey, the Princeton Uni- 
versity man, who. wrote messages. that 
are truly classics, rarely if ever had “fel- 
lowship” with any. other man such as. he 
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Lesson for April 24 


(v. 16). Obedience to the command in 
12:2 will enable one to practice verses 
9-21. 


Prayer Succestions: “The bright, 
Bible-loving, singing Korean churches 
need sustaining prayer, that its youth be 
not lost to modern secularism.” Korea is 
being attacked by Japanese materialism 
and Russian Bolshevism, both of which 
are gaining numbers of Christian youth. 
The small farmer Christians are suffering 
vigorous poverty, which depresses homes, 
schools, and churches. 

Sat.—Matthew 5 : 38-48. Submission to Wrong. 

Paul’s great Ode to Love in 1 Corinth- 
ians 13 answers back antiphonally to 
the melody of this teaching of our Lord, 
“Love beareth all things.” Yes, it turns 
the other cheek, gives the extra coat, 
walks the additional mile. And this way 
wins. There is something in it that makes 
the evildoer ashamed. It is godlike (v. 
48). In verse 43, “Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour” comes from Leviticus 19: 18. 
But, where. does “Thou shalt hate thine 
enemy” come from? Not from Scrip- 
ture. Doubtless from rabbinical traditions. 
It was erroneous inference from this 
Leviticus passage that kept the Jews de- 
bating “Who is my neighbour?” and 
helped Jewry to miss the mark as to its 
mission to the outside world. 


PRAYER SUGGESTION: Pray for the 
ministry of Dr. Laubach of the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions among the Moslem Moros of 
the Philippines. He is developing literacy 
in the Maranao language by using Roman 
letters instead of Arabic, and a thousand 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
IN ACTION 


By CLARENCE H. BENSON 


Director of the Christian Education Course of 
the Moody Bible Institute of Chicago; 
Secretary of the Evangelical Teacher 
Training Association 
Complete Edition of 20 Chapters 
In. addition to clear and concise chapters on the history, 

deupatintiinn: elenediion, lard . .t 
accomplishments, and evangelism, valuable information and 
instruction is afforded upon subjects as publicity, housing, 
equipment, finance, councils, programs, home relations, 
special days, and vacation problems. Every phase and 
requirement of Sunday School work is covered, thus afford- 
ing a standard text upon all matters pertaining to 
the Sunday School. 


HMlustrated with drawings and charts, 
336 pages, bound in cloth, $1.75 
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concerned, send for free circular containing Mr. 
Benson’s article, and Conduct 
Teacher Training 


The Bible Institute Colportage Ass’n 
837 North Wells St. 


** How to Organize 
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Christian 
Service Quarterly 


The ‘* Christian Service Quarterly’’— 
the moet unique Service Quarterly 
published. 


Dr. Neighbour furnishes material 
fully original, including topics with fit- 
ting comments, to be used in weekly 
meetings by both advanced young 
people and adult classes. 

Pastor Tulga, in a fundamentally 
sound way, presents notes and com- 
ments following the senior C.E. Topics. 

Pastor Nicholas supplies most inter- 
esting, entertaining and Biblical com- 
ments following the Junior C. E. Topics. 


All the above in the same Quarterly. 


PRICE, 15¢. 
Address : 
l UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 680 Cleveland, Ohio 























FORK UNION 


Fully accredited. Upper and lower schools. New 
fireproof buildings. ealth record. Small classes. 
Supervised study. Prepares for college or business. 


Abie faculty. R.O. T.C. Athletics.. Give youriboy 


‘Sun.—Psalm 133. Brotherly Love. 
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a month are learning to read. The Gos- 
pel of Luke has been translated, and there 
are numerous conversions of men and 
women, 


This is doubtless David’s praise over 
his final anointing as King over all the 
tribes of Israel. The great interpreter of 
the Psalms, Perawne, comments, ‘“No- 
where has the nature of true unity been 
more faithfully described; nowhere has 
it been so gracefully illustrated. True 
concord is a holy thing, a sacred oil, 
a rich perfume, which, flowing down from 
the head to the beard, from the beard 
to the garments, sanctifies the whole body. 
It is a sweet morning dew, which lights 
not only on the lofty mountain peaks, but 
on the lesser hills, embracing all, and re- 
freshing all with its influence.” 


PRAYER SUGGESTION: The controlling 
influences of godless Bolshevism upon the 
general unrest in India is being increas- 
ingly perceived. Presbyterian mission- 
aries stress the danger of the 60,000,000 
“untouchables” being won to the Red rev- 
olutionists as a means of reprisal for un- 
just treatment by Hindus. The Church 
Missionary Society asks prayer for 1,000 
congregations with 67,000 members in the 
Kistna area of the Dornakae Diocese in 
South India, and here, too, Bishop Azarial 
is planting a church; 5,000 are under in- 
struction for church membership. The 
Church of England Zenana Society pleads 
for reinforcements of four doctors, two 
nurses, twelve evangelists, and ten in- 
structors; the Mission to Lepers for two 
male doctors. The Baptist Missionary 
Society, the Ceylon and India General 
Mission, the North East India General 
Mission in Tripura and the Bawm region, 
the Heart of India Mission Band report 
progress. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





May 1. Finding My Place in Life. John ar: 
15-17. (Consecration Vocations meeting.) 
May 8. Appreciating Our Parents. Eph. 6: 1- 

3- (Mothers’ Day.) 





Sunday, April 24 


Opportunities for Life Investment 
(Matt. 25 : 14-29) 





Mon.—Investing in the home (Prov. 31: 
10-12, 27, 28). 
Tues.—Call to missionaries 

14-20). 
Wed.—Medical missionary (Acts 14 : 8-18). 
Thurs.—A business man (Job 29: 1-17). 
Fri.—Teaching (Acts 19 : 8-10). 
Sat.—Literature (Acts 1 : 1-8). 


(Mark 16: 











Why can so few choose their life work? 
What openings for life work do you see 
for yourself? 


What kinds of work are open in missionary 
lands? 


HERE is a great difference between 

investing and spending, isn’t there? 
We do not give anything like the same 
amount of care and thought to the money 
we spend, as we do when we are making 
an investment. It is said that when the 
prairies of South. Dakota were being set- 
tled, they were dotted with claim shacks 
made of rough boards, and often covered 
with tar paper. But one large two-story 
house was a landmark. It had been plan- 
ned back in the East and those who plan- 
ned it intended it for a home, not merely 
a temporary place to stay. Have you 
known any lives that were like these-claim 
shacks, — slapped together with whatever 
happened to come along, and showing no 
thought or careful planning, lives that 
were merely spent, and not invested? 

we 

But God does not intend our lives to 
be so, All through his Word we find 
examples of lives that were invested for 
him, and that paid remarkable dividends. 
Abraham, with whom our Sunday-school 
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lessons are now dealing, is one such out- 
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water ineach room. Maid service, 
Salt water bathing, boating, fishing, tennis, golf, 


Srony Brook AssEmMBLy 
STONY BROOK, LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 


HIRTY-SEVEN acres of shaded lawns and woodland on the north 
shore of beautiful Long Island near Long Island Sound, Fitty-five 
miles, by rail, from Pennsylvania Station, New York City, or by motor 
over finest roads. 
Over 100 outside rooms, with or without bath. Running hot and cold 
Best quality food and excellent dining room service. 


BIBLE CONFERENCES PROM JUNE 24 TO AUGUST 28 


Speakers—Rev. D. G. Barnhouse, Dr. Len G. Broughton, Dr. R. Fritsch, Dr. A. C. Gaebelein, Canon 
Hague, Dr. Homer B. Henderson, Dr. Stuart Holden, Dr. H. A. Ironside, Dr. Mark A. Matthews, Dr. W. 


Millan, Dr. C. S. Poling, Dr. S. M. Zwemer, and others. 
For further information write, G, C. MOORE, Stony Brook, N. Y. 
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WASHDAY DRIVES 
ME CRAZY. SCRUB, 
BOIL, SCRUB, YET 
CLOTHES LOOK DINGY 


DICK, WASHING CLOTHES 
JUST KILLS ME, 1 
CAN'T STAND 

ANOTHER WASHDAY 






































LOOK, DEAR; OUR NEIGHBOR, 
MRS. WOOD, SAYS HERE THAT 
RINSO WASHES CLOTHES 
WHITER WITHOUT SCRUBBING. 
WHY DONT YOU TRY IT9 





GRACIOUS! WHAT A LOT OF 
CREAMY SUDS, AND HOW 
CLEAN THEY GET THE CLOTHES 































These richer suds 


go much farther 


... even in hardest water 


INSO not only washes clothes fra- 
grantly clean and white, but colored 
things come bright and new-looking — 
safely. Cup for cup, Rinso gives twice 
as much suds as lightweight, puffed-up 
soaps—even in hardest water. The makers of 
40 leading washers recommend Rinso for 
its cleansing qualities and its safety. 

Use Rinso’s creamy suds for dishwash- 
ing, too! Grease soaks right off—even pots 
and pans come clean and shiny. A little 
Rinso goes along way. You willbeamazed 
at how much washing and cleaning one 
large package of Rinso will do. Try it. 

A mropucr OF LEVER BROS. CO., CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 
ae 
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1M.SO HAPPY, DICK, LOOK AT THESE 
LOVELY WHITE CLOTHES AND | 

DIDNT SCRUB A BIT. 
RINSO 1S GRAND 























It’s safe for your finest 
cottons and linens 
—white or colors 








standing example of an invested life. 
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of your aid in thus introducing the Times to others who do 
not as yet take this paper. 


You will want the book, now that you know about it. 
Five of your fellow workers wou/d want THE SunDAY SCHOOL 
Times if they knew about it! 
Acquainted subscriptions — five of them? 


Will you send in their Get 
Then the book 
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or please us? In other words, we do not 
trust God to know what will bring us 
the greatest joy and peace and satisfac- 
tion.- We fear that he will lead us into 
some work that will. cramp.us and make 
us miserable. We fear that we will not 
be able to enjoy life as some seem to be 
doing who invest for self, or for ambi- 
tion, or pleasure. But if we will only 
take time to find out from those who have 
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Teacher-Training Questions 
Discussed by Charles A. Oliver 


Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
Association 


In planning to organize a teacher-training 
class I am asked, “If I join the class must 
I take examinations F ‘Bow should I an- 
swer this question? I am sure there are 
a- number of promising young people who 
would join the class if they were ‘not re- 
quired to take the tests. 


THINK you could very well say that 

no one joining the class would be re- 
quired to take examinations, but’that tak- 
ing the examinations would ‘add greatly to 
the value of the course of study. 

If I found that the class disliked the 
thought of taking examinations, I should 
say nothing about tests for a while. I 
should see that the lessons were mastered 
by the pupils and should review the les- 
sons till I felt sure they could answer the 
questions. Then give them ten or more 
questions. Ask them tg write answers 
to them. Tell them that they might de- 
stroy the answers or hand them to you. 
Tell them that the questions were as dif- 
ficult as any they would be asked in the 
official examinations. Then announce 
that all who cared to take the regular 
examination would. be given the oppor- 
tunity. 


Home Department Questions 
Discussed by Mrs. A.W. Karnell 


Former Chairman of the Home Department 
Committee of the International Sunday School 
Association 
Our Sunday-school and church are plan- 
ning an intensive campaign for new members 
for all departments, and for church member- 
ship. The Home Department has been- as- 
signed a certain quota, and I have been 
asked to divide the Visitors’ council into two 
companies for the sake of: competition. Per- 
sonally I do not like this plan. We had one 
experience. when some things were done to 
win, that to say. the least. were not Chris- 
tian. The result was that we were not very 
happy when it was all over, and there is 
still some bad. feeling over that campaign. 
Can you suggest’ some other plan for our 

part in this drive? 

OMETIMES it seems? as though “all 

is fair in love and war” and in church 
campaigns as long as you get results. I 
prefer individual effort to competition be- 
tween two groups. There are always some 
who will not. enter into the work and 
that leaves a small number to bear the 
brunt of the competition. When each one 
is looked to for special endeavor, you 
make very clear who is and who. is not 
co-operating. The indifferent ones are 
often shamed into doing their part. 

Secure the names of all the people in 
homes of the entire membership, who are 
not attending Sunday-school anywhere. 
Get the names of the members of all or- 
ganizations, both men and women, who 
are not in the Sunday-school. Divide 
these and give an equal: number to each 
Visitor, being careful to consider dis- 
tances and traveling. It is ‘wise to read 
the lists of prospects and give the Visitors 
an opportunity to express special ‘inter- 
est in certain names. A definite time 
should be agreed upon for the return of 
the canvass cards. 

Where failure has been reported the 
names should be resubmitted to some 
other Visitor for at least one more at- 
tempt. A special list or bulletin should 
be read in the Sunday-school session and 
printed in the church monthly showing 
the standing of each Visitor in relation 
to the campaign. The prospects with 
whom you are not successful should be 
kept for further effort during the winter 
and spring months. Try to get your 
Visitors into the habit of bringing at least 
one new member each quarterly council 
meeting. That would mean four for each 
Visitor, and a-steady growth through the 
whole year. 


Children’s Division Questions 
Discussed by Mrs. E. W. Sudlow 


We are tired using the little card as a 
birthday remembrance in the Primary De- 
partment. What can we substitute that will 
be inexpensive? 


cr school I know of uses potted 
seeds and bulbs, depending on the 
season. The little flower pots are deco- 
rated by one of the teachers, and the 
child’s name put on somewhere. Some- 
times it is a nasturtium seed; again some 
other kind. The seeds are planted long 
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enough ahead of the time they are to be 
given, so that the tiny green shoot is 
peeping through the earth. When seeds 
are not used then bulbs are given. The 


children like this remembrance very much, | 


and take much pleasure in watching the 
plant grow. 

How often should an absentee be called 
upon before his name is taken from the roll? 
Our school has a rule that.a name may be 
removed after the third consecutive absence. 


SHOULD hate to take a name off 
after only three weeks’ absence unless 
I knew that there’ was some good cause 
for so doing. My plan is to keep after 
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the absentee until I am sure there is no 
possibility of getting him back. And it is 
a good plan to send others to visit the 
absentee. The pastor might well make a 
call at the home, and so should the 
superintendent, It costs too much to get 
a pupil and train him in our particular 
service to allow one to slip away until 
every effort has been made to bring him 
back, don’t you think so? Think of the 
time spent in teaching songs, verses, the 
order of service, and other parts of our 
program. Let’s conserve all efforts and 
hang on to the absentee until he becomes 
a regular once more. 








MONEY-BACK 
GUARANTEE 


You are the sole judge of Stand- 
ard Supplies. You must be 
satisfied, based upon your own 
standards of satisfaction. Other- 
wise money will be refunded. 
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utstanding MEW 


lied jor 1932. 


Never before has STANDARD offered so many beautiful NEW and 
outstanding SUNDAY SCHOOL items in any one year. Everything of 
the finest quality, beautifully printed, substantial — built upon the 
Bible, and designed to help ‘build Christian character. 


ccomplish Big MTT dwiring 1932 tn yot 


School with STANDARD Aupplies 





FORTY-EIGHT WORSHIP SERVICES by Caroline K: pa 
v< iy Hing e180 coe oe me Kellogg. Menth and ail special 


NEW 1932 Handwork for Children 
For Primary Pepertment. Useful ~" Setaoel gr Syme 
fer 2 May and Janes the Scent tae. Daly, Amaust cad feptecien, 100 par oak. 

° im. 
OT PREE folder Fe ng tor tas request. 24 ” 
OUTLINE PICTURE oY STUDIES OF CHILDREN IN OTHER LANDS by Lilie M. Faris. 


Ready for. coloring. Set of 12 in folder, 35¢ 
SILHOUETTE PATTERNS FOR ponran Tana 18 subjects complete. 50c per eet. 


NEW 1932 Attendance Devices 


HOLD THAT LINE is the newest attendance device. Depicts 
50c per chart. 


oman aneey 6 oof parame For each 
* Send fer FREE 


Oy oe ga OT 
six for oF 
inches 26¢ cor des.” 160 ter O10” Plies ta cies 
requ ‘ 


NEW 1932 Special Day Helps 


Includes complete and comprehensive 
Day; 
ages. 


& Sueccestut Sunday Gchoct te net an etctéent. It is the result of care-. 
here are a few of the cupplice whieh will make the work of teachers 
among 


pene PLAN BOOK Louise M. O containe 
F oe jot alevee 


Large chart for 
tape for jacking Te in blue, red and gold, $1.50 complete. 


MY ATTENDANCE RECORD AND REWARD ie continued because of ite amazing 
success during 1931. 36c per dozen. *% FREE folder on request. 


ABSENTEE AND INVITATION POST CARDS, graded for all big assort- 
ment of delightful subjects. 20c per doz.; per 100, $1. 25. % Send for TREE'S 


NEW 1932 Pictures in Full Color 


In in oolee seprodeetions St ARRAS ommnet 


assortment 
souvenirs, Fam cag pe music ke pret He Day PB ae A Day; $ From he ey mags Day; aren: 2 
% Send for Samples and Special Day no 


cine culataee 


‘or every echool—large or emall. Cloth 
t in Junior Department. 


Beginners and Primary Children. By 
request. 





%& Folder on request 


Set inchides four books; one 
for January, February, March; the third 


the attend. 
ntire 


FREE samples. 


ve cee 10. For 1932 a galaxy of beau- 
e 


of needed supplies, invitations, 
‘or departments 





Please send materials marked below : 

© Copies Beginners and Primary Plan Book $1! 
€) 78 Year Round Stories $1.25 

©) Handwork for Children, 4 Books, 15¢ each 


©) Silhoutte Patterns 50c per set 
© Standard Pictures Color Folder 


C) Bible Story Readers © Musie Catalog 








THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO. 4u, B°7!:.35. 49°... Cincinnati, O. 


©) Outline Picture Studies of Children in Other Lands 50c per set 


©) Special Day Supplies 
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©) Copies Junior Plan Book $1 
OC) 48 Primary Worship Services $1.50 
1 Folder on Attendance Devices 


C1 Samples of Post Cards and Greeting Cards 
O DVBS Prospectus 
C) Nursery Department Prospectus 











Nursery Department 


Two courses by Louise M. Oglievee for the 
teacher of the Nursery Class or Cradle Roll 
Group. Includes book for teacher providing 
52 complete lessons ($1.50); Set of 52 Picture 
Papers for Children (soc); Set of lerge pic- 
tures for classroom work (7sc). Also ga 
Stand Up IMustrators for teaching lessons 
($1.2g per set) and Sand Table Cut-Outs 
($1 per set of 12). *#& FREE prospectus on 
request. 


Vacation Bible School 


Standard Courses are most complete ever 
offered. All materials for teacher are ine 
cluded in ONE BOOK provided for that 
teacher. Covers Kindergarten, Primary, 
Junior, Intermediate; First, Second and Third 
Years. The ONE Course bullt squarely on the 
Bible, that makes it easy for you to have 
@ successful Vacation Bible School. % FREE 
Booklet on how to organize and conduct @ 
successful DVBS sent on request. 


New Greeting Cards 


Large and beautiful Assortment of Scripture 
Text Post Cards; Birthday Cards with en- 
velopes for Children, Young People and Adults. 
Birthday Folders. C.E£. Greeting Cards. Ree 
Opening Day Greeting Cards. Birthday Sou- 
venir Cards and many others, beautifully 
printed in full colors. x Send for FREB 
Samples. 


Bible Story Readers 


are becoming increasingly popular each year. 
For children from five to eleven. Six lovely 
volumes containing 1008 pages and 42: full 
color illustrations. You could select nethiag 
finer for gifts or rewards. x Pully illustrated 
prospectus sent on request. 


Music for All Occasions 


Includes Hymnals; solos and duets; chil. 
dren’s music books for ali ages and depart- 
ments; quartettes; anthems ; music for men’s 
voices; for tadies’ voices; instrumental; 
carols; old songs; special orchestrations; 
music worship services ; music for all special 
days and occasions; special purpose music ; 
Norma! Training in Music; and many others. 


%& Send for compiete music catalogue. 
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King James Version 
with 5,566 Corrected 
Renderings from: the 
American Standard 

V ersion 









Eight Styles 
of Binding 


5% x6%n1\ 


See What It Contains! 


General Outline of the Bible. 

History of the Bible—Translations—Manuscripts—Evi- 
dences of Inspiration, etc. 

Factors of Character Building, illustrated by Scriptural 
References—Positive and Negative Qualities. 

Index & Digest comprising 200 pages, giving Scriptural 
meaning of Words, Definitions, Biblical Re ences, 
Differentiation of Characters, etc. 

66 Introductions—one to each Book of the Bible. 

Old and New Testaments—King James version. 

42 Full-Page Charts—a complete Analysis of the Bible. 

5,566 Corrected Renderings placed in brackets in the text. 

Thousands of Scriptural References printed in eight-point 
type following the verses to which they refer. 

Outlines of each of the 66 Books—one outline following 
each Book. 

Outstanding Facts of each Book placed after each Book 
where they belong. 

Contemporaneous History of each Book follows ‘“‘Out- 
standing Facts.”’ 

The Gospels Harmonized—a chronolegical arrangement 
of the four Gospels, 

Over 100 New Testament references to the prophets. 

Panebiens Miracles and discourses of Jesus in chronological 
order. 

Complete Chronology of the Old and New Testaments— 
7 Pages. 

Genealogy of the Patriarchs. 

The Laws of the Hebrew people, arranged and classified for 
ready reference. 

Liven, of leading Bible characters outlined in chronological 
order. 


Miracles of. Old Testament giving occasion, place and 
record. 


Prayers of the Bible—giving time and person, occasion and 
record, 


Prophecies fulfilled concerning Jesus Christ chronologi- 
cally arranged. 

Topical Study of the Bible—42 Pages. 

Concordance—117 Pages, 

12 beautifully colored Maps—15 black and white Maps. 

And many other interesting features. 


FREE CATALOG 


It is impossible to describe the NEW ANALYTICAL 
BIBLE completely in this space. Let us send you 
our new two-color catalog, containing specimen 
pages and descriptive price list. It is absolutely 
free. .Clip and mail the coupon now, while these 
facts are before you. 
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& BUXTON-WESTERMAN CO. a 
8 Sunday School Department LJ 
. 21 West Elm Street, Chicago, Ill. } 
a Please mail me without obligation your new two-color 4 
g catalog illustrating and describing the NEW ANALYTICAL 4 
a BIBLE g 
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NEW ANALYTICAL BIBLE- 


heartily endorsed by 
The Sunday School Times 


One Volume 
but it contains a whole 


BIBLICAL LIBRARY 


Just Published—Copyright 1931 
“The 
‘OUTSTANDING FACTS’ 
in the 
NEW ANALYTICAL BIBLE 


in connection with each of the sixty-six 
Books are worth the price of the complete 
volume, in your best binding. Certainly, 
no minister, Sunday School teacher, or 
church worker who knows of the NEW 
ANALYTICAL BIBLE would deprive him- 
self or herself of the many scholarly, time- 
saving helps it contains.” 


The quotation above is from a well-known 
minister who did not think he needed a new 
Bible until he saw and examined the NEW 
ANALYTICAL. This is a new kind of 
Bible—nothing else like it ever published,— 
just off the press. 


A Whole Biblical Library Compact 
in One Handy Volume 


The NEW ANALYTICAL BIBLE con- 
tains the complete Bible text. It is not sim- 
ply a collection of Bible helps but a complete 
Biblical library, containing both the Old and 
New Testaments in the King James Ver- 
sion, with 5,556 bracketed renderings taken 
from the American Standard Version and 
placed in the text where they belong. 


In the NEW ANALYTICAL BIBLE the 
references follow each verse, instead of be- 
ing placed in fine print in the center. Before 
each of the sixty-six books, there is an intro- 
ductory page, giving date, author, design, 
and other valuable information. There are 
forty-two full-page analytical charts, placed 
just before the Books to which they refer. 


Analytical Outlines 


Following each Book, there is an outline 
which will help you in the preparation of 
your sermon, your Sunday School lessons, 
or in your Bible study. 


Outstanding Facts 


You can read in a few minutes the out- 
standing facts on any of the sixty-six books 
of the Bible, and get a far more compre- 
hensive idea of what the book contains than 
from reading the book itself. You, too, will 
regard this one feature as worth the price of 
the complete volume. 


Contermporaneous History 


In connection with most of the Books of 
the Bible, a contemporaneous history is given. 
For example, what was going on in Baby- 
lonia, in Egypt, or among the Moabites and 
Ammonites at the ‘ime Genesis was writ- 
ten? What were the Assyrians, Phoenicians 
and Greeks doing when the book of Judges 
was written? These and hundreds of other 
questions are answered in the “Contempo- 
raneous History.” 


Universally Endorsed 


During the few months the ANALYTICAL 
BIBLE has been off the press, more than a 
thousand leading ministers and laymen of 
all Protestant denominations have declared 
that it is the greatest Bible published. 


As you use this Book from day to day you 
will acquire a richer background of Bible 
history, a broader knowledge of the lives 
and experiences of the Biblical characters. 


What. Religaus Leaders Say 

“The NEW ANALYTICAL BIBLE has 
many very attractive.and helpful features. Its 
reference scheme is one of them. Another is 
the parenthetical translations. They uniformly 
throw light. Its introduction for each Book, 
followed at the close by a summary of contents 
and outstanding facts, are other features to be 
commended. I heartily approve also of the 
fact that the NEW ANALYTICAL BIBLE is 
based on the King James Version.”—William 
B. Riley, Pastor, First Baptist Church, Minne- 
apolis, Minn. 

“It is a pleasure to write you a word after 
having had an _ opportunity to examine your 
NEW ANALYTICAL study of the Scriptures. 


“The book really presents a Bible study 
course, splendidly arranged, and giving a wide 
variety of subjects. I want to express my ap- 
preciation of the clear explanations given, and 
of the very handy arrangement of facts in 
your various outlines. They are not only en- 
lightening, but effect a great saving in time 
for those of us who are so very busy in the 
Lord’s work. | 

“It is well worth a careful and constant use 
on the preacher’s desk.”—Dr. W. L. Wilson, 
The Radio Preacher, Kansas City, Mo. 

“Many different types of Bible study helps 
have been ‘published, but few are more complete 
in their line than the NEW ANALYTICAL 
INDEXED BIBLE, recently come from the 
press. It does not compete with: editions of 
the Bible which are doctrinal, but places be- 
fore the student the mechanical aids to Bible 
study that are a necessary part of every stu- 
dent’s Biblical equipment. A library of mate- 
rial in portable form.”—Donald Grey Barn- 
house, Pastor, Tenth Presbyterian Church, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

“The NEW ANALYTICAL BIBLE is a time 
saver. Others have done for me what I would 
have to do over and over agaiti every week. 
With this Bible I can now accomplish more.” 
—Rev. Ross H. Stover, Pastor, Messiah Luth- 
eran Church, Philadelphia, Pa. 

“The NEW ANALYTICAL BIBLE represents 
@-marvelous amount of painstaking and care- 
ful work.” —Albert W. Palmer, D.D., President, 
The Chicago Theological Seminary. 

“T am delighted with the NEW ANALYTICAL 
BIBLE. It has so many spiendid features that 
it is difficult to single out any one. I am sure 
that it will meet with well merited success.”— 
Rev. Stuart Nye Hutchison, D.D., Pastor, East 
Liberty Presbyterian Church, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
“The name does not begin to suggest the 
riches offered here to the-student of the Bible, 


whether beginger or one who has journeyed - 


far. There are many tmusual features com- 
bined in a work that is at once profound and 
scholarly, yet simple in its plan and detail. It 
is a work that will be studied and loved and 
will grow richer with each year’s using.”—The 
Sunday School Times. 

“The NEW ANALYTICAL BIBLE is a de- 
light. It is the best combination of helps I 
have found in any such compilation. I thank 
you for preparing it for us.”—Rev. Joseph M. 
Twomey, D.D., Pastor, The Baptist Temple, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

“The NEW ANALYTICAL BIBLE is a won- 
derfully constructed analysis. You have rendered 
a real service to Bible students. I most heartily 
commend your work and the Book.”—Rev. 
Mark A. Matthews, Pastor, First Presbyterian 
Church, Seattle, Wash. 


Representatives Wanted 








We have hundreds of men and women in our 
organization who earn from ten to fifty dollars 
per week taking orders for Bibles during spare 
time. The New Analytical Bible is brand new. 
It is widely advertised. Your community has 
not been worked. ‘This year you can supple- 
ment your income nicely selling this Bible. 
Return coupon today and request our selling 
plan. Please state agé, education and selling 
experience, if any. 
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